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November 16, 2018 

 
  

Minutes of the Planning and Zoning/Land Information meeting and public hearing conducted on 

November 7, 2018 in the courthouse, Florence County, WI.  

  

Chairperson Bomberg called the meeting to order at 6.00 P.M. and took roll call.  

  

Members present:       Supervisors’ Gary Steber, Jeanette Bomberg, Joe Mills, Larry Neuens and 

  Sherry Johnson             
  

Members absent:        None 

     

  Others present:           Mike Milan, Amy Milan, Tim Bomberg – Chairperson Town of Florence, Ben Vyvyan, 

Wendy Gehlhoff - Economic Development Director, Frank DeCleene, Lois Ann 

Johnson, Robert Winat -Wisconsin Department of Transportation,  

  Scott Wolf - Zoning Administrator and Trish Kelly - Assistant Zoning Administrator 
 

  Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion to approve the agenda, motion by Supervisor Johnson to approve 

the agenda, second by Supervisor Mills, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  
   

Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion on the minutes of the meeting conducted on October 3, 2018.  

Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the minutes of the meeting conducted on October 3, 2018, 

second by Supervisor Neuens, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.    
  

There were no persons wishing to address the committee on other zoning related concerns.   
 

The current bills were reviewed as presented and recommended to the Audit and Budget Committee for 

approval.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the bills and recommend to Audit and Budget for 

approval, second by Supervisor Johnson, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.    

 

   Chairperson Bomberg announced Public Hearing CUP-20180008 request a Conditional Use Permit under the 

Florence County Code of Ordinances Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, Section 3.37, 

Intensive Manufacturing, 3.37.7, A, 1., and Section 3.36, General Manufacturing, 3.36.7, L, 4., to operate a 

Welding Repair and Fabrication Business in the Florence County Industrial Park.  Parcels include 10-1773-2, 10-

1773-18, 10-1773-19 and part of 10-1773-20.  Property are Lots’ 2, 18, 19 and 20 of Florence In-Comm Center 

Plat, located in the NW ¼, SW ¼, Section 22, Township 40 North, Range 18 East, Town of Florence, Florence 

County, WI.  Request submitted by Hannah Brothers Property LLC. 
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Correspondence was read from Wendy Gehlhoff - Director, Florence County Economic Development Commission 

who is in support of the request.  Hannah Industries, Inc. will bring much needed economic growth to Florence County 

and she is excited to continue finding resources to help the company succeed.  (Letter on file in zoning office). 

Tim Bomberg, Chairman for the Town of Florence stated the Town of Florence is in support of the request.   

The applicant, Mr. Milan said they are excited to move forward.  The business is a welding fabrication shop with a 

projection of two to three jobs in first six months and five employees by the first year with the intention to grow 

slowly to ensure quality of work.  Normal hours of operation are 7:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, special 

projects may require longer hours and also workload could split into two shifts with possible weekend work for 

deadlines.  Wolf would recommend to approve with the conditions that any State or Federal permits be obtained.  

Also, to re-vegetate the trees that were removed in the buffer zone prior to the survey being conducted.  Preferably 

with spruce or balsam.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to grant Conditional Use Permit CUP-20180008 to operate 

a Welding Repair and Fabrication business with the conditions as stated by the Zoning Administrator that 

any State or Federal permits be obtained, the buffer zone is re-vegetated and also to review the permit in one 

year to be sure the buffer is in place and growing, second by Supervisor Johnson, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) 

nays, motion carried.  

 

Chairperson Bomberg announced Public Hearing 2018-ZA-7 on the proposed amendment to the County of Florence 

Code of Ordinances by which the County Board will amend the existing Florence County Road Naming and Uniform 

Addressing System, Section 7.0 (9) Address Signage.  

 

There was no written or oral correspondence. This matter was brought to the attention of the Town of Florence that 

emergency management was having some issues with finding addresses on houses for emergency situations.  In some 

cases, the house address was located in the alley way or a few places in which houses appear to be addressed off one 

road, but actually are addressed off of another.  The recommended change is “Address signs in Towns using the urban 

style addressing system must be placed on building fronts either above or next to the main entrance so it can be easily 

readable from the road in which it is addressed without the aid or magnification, except eyewear.  If this location is 

not easily readable or visible from the road, and alternative location to display the address must be made, but must 

be displayed off the road in which the building is addressed.  Recommended height is 3 ¾” to 4” and not required to 

be reflective.  Emergency personnel will be searching these locations for addresses when responding to an emergency 

call.”  This allows emergency responders the quickest route possible to an emergency.  The change applies to the 

houses that are in town.  Each Township will be responsible for notifying homeowners of the discrepancies and 

recommendations. Chairperson Bomberg felt there should be an article published in the paper regarding the 

importance of proper signage.  Motion by Supervisor Johnson to send the proposed Zoning Amendment 2018-

ZA-7 to County Board for final adoption of the Road Naming and Uniform Addressing System amendment as 

recommended by the Zoning Administrator, second by Supervisor Steber, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.  
 

      Discussion/action regarding Conditional Use Permits in the Intensive Manufacturing District.  Wolf reported 

the Industrial Park is zoned Intensive Manufacturing and the permitted uses in that district are by conditional use 

only.  This requires a potential business to go through a conditional use permit to operate their business in the 

industrial park, which will allow for county review of a business that may start up and also allows property owners 

the right to comment with any concerns.  Wolf would recommend to keep the permitted uses in the Intensive 

Manufacturing District, as by conditional use permit only.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to keep the Intensive 

Manufacturing District as is, in that any permitted use must be by conditional use permit only as 

recommended by the Zoning Administrator, second by Supervisor Mills, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.  

 
      Discussion/action regarding the Florence County Industrial Park buffer zone Certified Survey Map.  Wolf 

reported when part of Lot 20 of the Industrial Park was purchased there was a need to identify the buffer zone so it 
can be maintained as a buffer zone.  A Certified Survey Map was completed which resulted in Lot 20-A being 
purchased for a business and Lot 20-B to be retained as the designated buffer zone for the industrial park.  A deed 
will be recorded with the Certified Survey Map to ensure the buffer zone is not developed.  Wolf will work on a 
management plan for the forested trees to ensure the buffer remains.  Motion by Supervisor Neuens to approve 
the Certified Survey Map, second by Supervisor Johnson, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  
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  Discussion/action regarding request by Ryan Doda asking the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

(WDOT) to rescind 50-foot right-of-way setback as set forth by Chapter Trans 233 in State Statutes for 

placement of advertising sign.   Mr. Doda has requested to place a sign on his property advertising his business on 

same property located on US HWY 2.  Robert Winat from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WDOT) 

was present and explained the matter.  The WDOT through an aliquot division in a recorded document has a 

restriction by reference of a 50’ highway setback restriction known as Trans 233.  Through a written request and 

ownership documents, Mr. Doda is requesting that the 50’ restriction of a highway setback be removed.  Courts 

have since ruled adversely on the applicability of Trans 233 Wisconsin Administrative Code to land divisions other 

than state subdivisions.  The WDOT has reviewed this request and finds it to be allowable and rescinds the 

restriction as requested, provided that the local town and county agencies under State Statute 236.45 so agree.  Wolf 

would recommend to approve the request.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the request and authorize 

the Zoning Administrator to sign off on the non-objection certification for the county, second by Supervisor 

Johnson, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

      

  Discussion/action regarding Letter of Intent for 2020 Ortho-photography through Wisconsin Regional 

Ortho-Imagery Consortium (WROC).  Wolf informed the committee that the Register of Deeds, Treasurer, 

Coleman Engineering and himself had a meeting with Ayres Associates regarding the 2020 Ortho-photography.  

The letter of intent was requested from Ayres Associates to determine involvement in Wisconsin Regional Ortho-

Imagery Consortium (WROC) with the understanding that Florence County will participate in the consortium.  The 

signed letter of intent is not binding and is subject to funding.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to forward the 

Letter of Intent to County Board for approval, second by Supervisor Neuens, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.  

 

      Discussion/action regarding amending the Florence County 2018 Land Information Grant.  The county 

received clarification from the state that it is not required to amend the grant if dollars are being spent in the same 

category under different sub-categories.  Requested approval to amend the 2018 Land Information Grant to transfer 

dollars between categories for other projects as was discussed.  Motion by Supervisor Johnson to amend the 

2018 Land information Grant as recommended by the Land Information Council, second by Supervisor 

Neuens, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 

      Discussion/action regarding 2019-2021 Florence County Land Information Plan.  The draft plan has been 

approved by the state with two minor changes and has been revised to include the changes.  The plan can be 

amended in future years to account for various projects.  Motion by Supervisor Johnson to approve the 2019-

2021 Land Information Plan, second by Supervisor Mills, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.   

 

        Discussion/action regarding temporary work schedule change for Carol Demko, Deputy Register of Deeds to 

assist with the document scanning project in the Register of Deeds office.  Request to increase the Deputy 

Register of Deeds hours by five hours a week until December 31, 2018 as part of the scanning document project.  

Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the temporary work schedule change for Carol Demko, Deputy 

Register of Deeds, second by Supervisor Johnson, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 

        Discussion/action regarding scan document project in the Register of Deeds office.  The Register of Deeds 

office reported the archiving information for the time period October 1, 2018 through October 31, 2018 there was 

108 hours worked by two employees. There were 504 documents archived, completing Volume 85, and now 

starting Volumes 80 and 81.  Documents from January 1977 through November 1977 are now being entered. 
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  Discussion/action regarding training and pilot certification of Florence County Unmanned Aerial System 

(UAS).   Wolf informed the committee that Scott Goodwin from the Land Conservation Department, Ben Neuens 

and Adam Anderson from the Sheriff’s Department completed the training on the Unmanned Aerial System 

through Seiler Instruments.  Through that training many other positives were discovered about the unit.  Currently, 

Neuens and Anderson are working toward their Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Part 107 Flight 

Certification, Goodwin has obtained his (FAA) Part 107 Flight Certification.  The training is complete with Seiler 

Instruments, the insurance is in place and the Unmanned Aerial System is available for use.  Supervisor Neuens 

asked if a presentation could be done for the entire County Board in the near future.  Wolf agreed and will arrange a 

date.    

 

    Under administrator reports.  Wolf reported on the Wisconsin County Code Administrators Conference he 

attended in Superior.  The conference was beneficial with good networking, many speakers and presentations 

on zoning related issues.   

 

   The court cases for Veselik and Stanley are scheduled for the morning of November 27th, 2018.  Corporation 

Counsel is working on the Erdmann case.   

 

   The zoning office received a request from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as part of the 

Geographic Name Counsel to formally name what is known as the Pine River Falls or Pine Falls to be changed 

to Breakwater Falls as shown on a 1916 Pine River Dam survey.  This will be an agenda item on the County 

Board for County approval.  Local opinion from the Town of Commonwealth and We Energies is to be 

determined as well.  

  

Motion by Supervisor Johnson to adjourn, second by Supervisor Mills, vote five (5) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.   
   

Respectfully submitted,   
  

Scott Wolf  
               Zoning Administrator       

  SW/tk  


