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Minutes of the Planning and Zoning/Land Information meeting with public hearing conducted on
November 4, 2020 in the courthouse, Florence County, WI.

Chairperson Bomberg called the meeting to order at 6.00 P.M. and took roll call.

Members present: Supervisors’ Jeanette Bomberg, Sherry Johnson, Joe Mills, Gary Steber
Members absent: Matt Brunette
Others present: Timothy Klein, James Buckarma, Wendy Gehlhoff-Economic Development, Fred

Hedmark-Town of Fence Chairperson, Rick Lemke,Wade & Mary DeVerney, Eric
Lennon, Dale (last name not legible) Lila Tibbs, Gerald Tibbs, Eduardo Huaracha,
Mason Narel, Aaron M. Polchowski, Bethany Polchowski, Scott Wolf - Zoning
Administrator, Trish Kelly - Assistant Zoning Administrator.

By Teleconference:  Scott Sieckman, Tom Meeuwsen, Mike Meeuwsen

Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion to approve the agenda, motion by Supervisor Johnson to approve
the agenda, second by Supervisor Steber, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.

Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion on the minutes of the meeting conducted on October 7, 2020.
Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the minutes of the meeting conducted on October 7, 2020,
second by Supervisor Mills, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.

There were no persons wishing to address the committee on other zoning related concerns.

The current bills were reviewed as presented and recommended to the Audit and Budget Committee for
approval. Motion by Supervisor Johnson to approve the bills and recommend to Audit and Budget for
approval, second by Supervisor Steber, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.

Chairperson Bomberg announced public hearing on the proposed adoption of the Florence County 20-Year
Comprehensive Plan update. Wolf noted for the record that correspondence was received from Pat Smith
(Town of Commonwealth/Forestry), Wendy Gehlhoff (Town of Florence/Economic Development), and
Elinor Trosin (Town of Homestead). All correspondence received pertained to grammatical, statistical, or
classification errors or omissions. The only content related correspondence was verbal correspondence from
Elinor Trosin (Town of Homestead) to include an objective in the Natural Resource strategies for air quality.
This recommendation has been included in the draft version of the Florence County 20-Year Comprehensive
Plan update. Wolf added this plan update/review is required by Wisconsin State Statutes to occur a minimum
of every ten (10) years as the backbone to the zoning ordinances. This update modernized the demographical
data in the plan, reviewed the goals and objectives, and formatted the document to be in a user-friendly
magazine style document. With no further input, on a motion by Supervisor Steber to close public
hearing on the proposed adoption of the Florence County 20-Year Comprehensive Plan update, second
by Supervisor Johnson, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.
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Discussion/action regarding the draft resolution adopting the Florence County 20-Year Comprehensive
Plan update. Wolf would recommend approving the proposed Resolution 2020-RES-1 with the
grammatical, statistical, or classification errors or omissions corrections as noted by Pat Smith and Wendy
Gehlhoff and the verbal correspondence as stated above by Elinor Trosin and move the Florence County 20-
Year Comprehensive Plan update to full county board for final approval. Motion by Supervisor Johnson
to adopt the proposed draft resolution 2020-RES-1 to the Florence County 20-Year Comprehensive
Plan update with the corrections and updates as noted at the public hearing tonight and forward to

full county board for final approval, second by Supervisor Steber, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays,
motion carried.

Chairperson Bomberg Announced Public Hearing ZA-20200001 request a Zoning Amendment to rezone all
of parcel 006-01227-0010 in the Town of Fence from Agricultural (A-4) to General Commercial (C-1) to
operate a heating, ventilation, and cooling business. Property is part of NW Vi, NE Y, Section 19, Township

38 North, Range 17 East, Town of Fence, Florence County, WI. Request submitted by Northern Sheet
Metal.

There was verbal correspondence by phone from Aaron Polchowski, Mike Meeuwsen, and Bethany
Polchowski questioning the proposed request, all have submitted written letters as well.

Written correspondence was read from Bethany Polchowski, Gregg Schwister, Matt Kastell, Matt
Meeuwsen, Tom and Betsy Meeuwsen, Scott Sieckman, Mark Zuge, Mike and Kate Meeuwsen, Thomas W.
Marcussen, Cynthia Yilmaz and Keith Klein, all were opposed to the re-zone request in this area as they do
not want to lose the beauty and tranquility of the land and that it would significantly depreciate the quiet and
peaceful farmlands and the rustic feeling of the surrounding area. Most felt it would be best if the proposed

business were closer to the town area where there is more of a commercial setting. (Letters on file in zoning
office.)

Correspondence was read from Wendy Gehlhoff, Economic Development Director who encourages the
approval to the zoning amendment and fully supports assisting the applicant with his goals to grow his
business in Florence County. (Letter on file in zoning office.)

Aaron Polchowski e-mailed eleven pictures for the committee to review as a visual aid of the area they are
trying to protect. (Pictures on file in zoning office.)

The floor was opened for public input. The applicant, Eric Lennon said the proposed building will store
the fabrication trailer and shop equipment and occasionally build ductwork for anything that is new
construction related. The majority of his business, about eighty percent, in on replacements so the
fabricating is done at the job itself. They may spend one to two hours a day in the shop and the remainder of
time is at the job. As far as building the ductwork and making noise in the shop on a daily basis, does not
happen. Generally, it is probably ten hours a month that there will be actual fabricating done in the shop
during the hours of 7am to 4pm. There is myself, and one employee. Mr. Lennon said he does not choose
for his business to get bigger as he wants the quality and standard to stay as it is now, so there will not be a
large parking area of employee cars. There would be a four-foot by eight-foot advertisement sign alongside
the highway. He does not plan to cut the trees along Maple Drive, they would remain as a buffer and do the
same along all three property lines. The property is secluded on all three sides other than the Highway 101
side of the property. There are two driveways on the property and he would like to use the one closest to
Highway 101, if it meets local and state guidelines for a driveway. The reason he choose this property is the
location being on Highway 101 and that it is an open field and he would not have to cut down trees, as that

could be more devastating to the area. He expressed it is a very central spot for his customers in the
surrounding areas.



Gerald Tibbs spoke in favor of the request saying we need the business in the Town of Fence.

Fred Hedmark, Chairperson for the Town of Fence, was present along with two Supervisors to represent the
Town Board. Fred stated the Town Board of Fence does support the re-zoning from Agriculture to
Commercial. This business will increase the property tax base and may add jobs to the area, as well as,
provide a needed service to the area. Many residents in the Town of Fence also support Northern Sheet
Metal Heating & Air business and welcome them to become part of the community.

Jim Buckarma said he moved up here in 2006 because of the peace and quiet, he owns sixty-seven acres in
close proximity to the request. He has nothing against the business, however if you allow this business to
reside there, that piece is a pie that comes right out in front of my house. His main concern is once this
property is re-zoned for commercial business, neighboring property owners may sell their land for
commercial businesses as well.

Tim Klein purchased their cabin and land in 1957. To have an island like this with seven acres, call it an
industrial park or call it what you want. His concern is what will be built next, and what will prevent a larger
building and more employees, more noise and pollution. He enjoys the stars out his back door and there is no
pollution. He feels the business would best fit in town by the other commercial buildings, some place other
than this seven-acre island out in the middle of agriculture and hunting property.

Aaron Polchowski who owns the property to the north read a letter of his history and how he came to the
Town of Fence, he is proud to be a part of the new history here. He like the others is opposed to the re-
zoning of this land as the does not want to lose the beauty of the land. He feels this would depreciate the
quiet and peacefulness and the rustic feeling of the surrounding area. A rally held this past weekend, a
petition with signatures of adjacent landowners and homeowners surrounding this area who are against this
commercial re-zone in our community even furthers his understanding why we must vote no, and find an
alternative location to fulfill this business need, possibly redeeming our cluster development investments in
nearby areas. We must stick together so that this historic area remains agriculturally zoned with the qualities
of farmland preservation. He asked the committee to save this special place. (His letter or petition was not
submitted into the record.)

Bethany Polchowski who is a resident across the street said she plans to move here full time in her
retirement. In her letter which was read earlier with the correspondence, she referenced a map that was
submitted and wanted to show the board the little tiny pink area is the seven acres and the yellow area is the
opposition of landowners in the neighboring area. This is not a small amount of people that do not like the
idea of this re-zone it is pretty much all of us.

Rick Lemke, Supervisor for the Town of Fence said he has received numerous phone calls from residents

who are in support of the business. He noted we need this business in the town and many residents have
expressed this to him.

There was concern regarding the property being re-zoned and other businesses going in that area.
Chairperson Bomberg explained the committee does not make a decision on what could happen in the future,
the decision is made on the facts presented to us at the time of application.

Wolf went on to clarify the Comprehensive Plan Process and included the Farmland Preservation Plan that
was adopted in 2016 by Florence County and how these plans relate to the process.

Mike Meeuwsen questioned the process and any options by the Zoning Committee to move forward.
Chairperson Bomberg explained, if approved, the decision will move forward to full county board for final
approval, if the request is denied it dies here tonight and there is always the appeal process.



Wolf suggested if the re-zone were to be approved; he would recommend that if the property transfer does
not transpire and or the commercial use does not transpire within a one-year period of the request, this zoning
amendment decision would revert back to the agriculture zoning district,

Motion by Supervisor Johnson to approve Zoning Amendment ZA-20200001 with the
recommendation from the Town of Fern that they are in favor of the business, the recommendation
from the Zoning Administrator that if the property transfer does not transpire and or the commercial
use does not transpire within a one-year period of the request the zoning amendment decision would
revert back to the agriculture zoning district, an additional buffer of any trees that need to be
replaced, and all local, state and federal permits be obtained. This was seconded by Supervisor Steber,
vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.

Discussion/action regarding condition and maintenance of dwellings under the Minimum House Code
Standards Ordinance. Wolf reported, there are currently three (3) properties that are in violation of the
Florence County Minimum housing code that are not fit for human habitation. All three (3) structures also
have major health issues. Initial notices were sent to the property owners and a follow-up notice will be sent
within the next week. Wolf explained that given the circumstances, Florence County Audit and Budget will
be made aware of the situations in an upcoming agenda item on the November 10", 2020 Audit and Budget

Meeting. The Zoning Department will keep the Planning and Zoning Committee updated regarding these
matters.

Under discussion/action regarding Land Information Department update. The Register of Deeds Office
reported the archiving information for the time period October 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020 there was
22 hours worked by one employee, with 204 documents archived. Wolf reported that the Land Information

Council Meeting did not occur as planned in October, it is hopeful a meeting can be scheduled later in
November.

Under administrator reports. Wolf reported on the outstanding Board of Adjustment appeal to the Florence
County Circuit Court has been petitioned to be dismissed by the appellant’s legal counsel. Notification of
decision from the Court has not yet been received. Wolf also reported that permits are continuing to be
submitted and he anticipates that all permit types will exceed 2019 numbers and that the 2020 Sanitary
Permits are anticipated to double from the 2019 final Sanitary Permit numbers.

Motion by Supervisor Johnson to adjourn, second by Supervisor Mills, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0)
nays, motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Zoning Administrator
SW/tk



