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November 8, 2019 

 

 

Minutes of the Board of Adjustment meeting and Public Hearing with site inspection conducted on 

October 30, 2019 at 1526 US Hwy 2 in the Town of Florence, Florence County, WI.  
 
 
Chairperson Lindow called the meeting to order and took roll call. 
 
Members present:    Mike Bednarski, Gary Lindow, Dennis Christian 
 
Members absent:   None 

 

                 Present at site visit:    Mario Santoni, Scott Wolf - Zoning Administrator 

  

Chairperson Gary Lindow asked for a motion to approve the agenda, motion by Dennis Christian to 

approve the agenda with the exception that we move item number three, after item number four, 

second by Mike Bednarski, vote taken all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Gary Lindow asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting and public hearing 

conducted on August 28, 2019.  Motion by Mike Bednarski to approve the minutes of the meeting 

and public hearing conducted on August 28, 2019, with the amendment as stated by Chairperson 

Lindow on the decision for the time limit on Variance 20190001 for the First Presbyterian Church.  

If construction of the church addition does not start within one year of the variance permit 

issuance, the applicant may renew the variance permit for an additional year. This is a two-year 

time frame to start construction, or the variance is void.  Seconded by Dennis Christian, vote three 

(3) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 

Site inspection of property with discussion.  Board members had questions on dimension of building site, 

building in approximate location with a home that was removed in 2007.  Variance issued in 1987 for a 

deck, however no longer valid as home was removed.  The setback to the right-of way was clarified.  

Concerned with water runoff and would mitigation be required.  There were no further questions.  

 
There was no one in attendance that wished to address the committee on zoning concerns. 
 
Chairperson Gary Lindow announced Public Hearing VAR-20190002, request a variance under Chapter 

10, Subchapter 2 Florence County Shoreland Wetland Zoning Ordinance, Section 4.0, Dimension of 

Building Sites, Table 1 and Section 5.1 Shoreland Setback, for a reduced setback of 30 feet to the required 

75-foot setback to the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) of Railroad Lake of the Spread Eagle Chain 

of Lakes, resulting in a 45-foot setback to the OHWM to construct a new single family residential 

building.  Property is Lot 8 of Bjorkman’s 3rd addition to Spread Eagle.  Property address is 1526 US 

Hwy 2.  Request submitted by Dickinson Homes, Agent for Railroad Lake.  
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(Page 2, Board of Adjustment minutes from 10/30/2019). 

 

Correspondence was read from Michael Harvey owner of Railroad Lake LLC, stating his intent to 

combine lots 8, 9 & 10 should the variance be granted.  He did not want to start this process prematurely 

in the event he was not able to build, as he wanted to keep his options open moving forward.  A letter of 

correspondence was also read from Tim Bomberg, Chairman for the Town of Florence, that the Town has 

no objection to this request.  (Letters on file in Zoning office).  Also note for the record, it was brought to 

our attention that Eugene Levenburg was notified of the public hearing, however he no longer owns the 

property.  Also, public hearing notice that was sent to Railroad Lake was returned to our office two days 

prior to the hearing, with insufficient address, unable to forward. 

 

Chairperson Gary Lindow asked if combining the lots would change anything as far as the variance 

request. Wolf explained nothing would change as far as the variance application from Ordinary High 

Water Mark, however the home would be built across one of the lot lines.  The three lots will be 

combined into one lot moving forward.  

 

The committee agreed that the unnecessary hardship and unique property limitations is the depth of the 

lot which prevents reasonable use of the property.  No harm to public interest in that the storm water 

runoff is being handled through the Uniform Dwelling Code Permit process for water quality.   

 

Motion by Dennis Christian to approve VAR-20190002 with the condition that a mitigation plan be 

submitted, second by Mike Bednarksi, vote taken all ayes, motion carried.   

 

Motion by Mike Bednarski to adjourn, second by Dennis Christian, vote taken all ayes, motion 

carried.  

   
Respectfully submitted,  
 

Scott Wolf,  

Zoning Administrator  
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