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October 23, 2017 
 
 
Minutes of the Board of Adjustment meeting and Public Hearing conducted on October 18, 2017, with site 
inspection at 5112 Balsam Drive in the Town of Florence, Florence County, WI.  
 
 
Chairperson Lindow called the meeting to order and took roll call. 
 
Members present:      Mike Bednarski, Gary Lindow, Dennis Christian 
 
Members absent:    None 
 

 Others present at site:      Robert Glaus, Rochelle Glaus, Steven Garbowicz-Corporation Counsel, Carla Kramer, 
      Rich Wolosyn, Trish Kelly 
 
Others present courthouse:  Robert Glaus, Rochelle Glaus, Steven Garbowicz-Corporation Counsel, Tim Bomberg-   

           Chairperson Town of Florence, Rich Wolosyn, Trish Kelly  
 
Chairperson Lindow asked for a motion to approve the agenda, motion made by Dennis Christian to approve the 
agenda, second by Mike Bednarski, vote three (3) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried. 
 
Site inspection of property was conducted.   
 
Motion by Mike Bednarski to adjourn site inspection and reconvene to the Florence County Courthouse to render the 
finding of facts and decision, second by Dennis Christian.  
 
Chairperson Lindow called the meeting back into session and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
meeting and public hearing conducted on July 19, 2017.  Motion by Mike Bednarski to approve the minutes of 
the meeting and public hearing conducted on July 19, 2017, second by Dennis Christian, vote three (3) ayes, 
zero (0) nays, motion carried. 
 
There was no one in attendance that wished to address the committee on zoning concerns. 
 

                 Chairperson Lindow announced Public Hearing VAR-20170002, request an after-the-fact variance to retain an 
accessory structure on the shore of Keyes Lake.  Property is part of SE ¼, Section 36, Township 40 North, Range 17 
East, Town of Florence, Florence County, WI.  Property address is 5112 Balsam Drive.  Request submitted by 
Robert Glaus.   

 
  Correspondence was read from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  (Letter attached.)  

Rochelle Glaus stated their daughter has a disability and they have elder parents, as well.  Robert Glaus noted this is 
a steep grade down to the water.  He had concern with watching the children from a deck 35 feet from the water. 
There is steep slopes with dense woods and did not want to cut trees down.   In order to enjoy the lake you have to 
be there on the water.  He noted they have never owned water front property in the past and did not realize there are 
this many rules.    

 
  Wolosyn explained the ordinance provides for an open sided 200 square feet structure that can be placed 35 feet 

from the water, and there are requirements for boat houses to store boating related equipment. Also, a resting area 
adjacent to the dock that does not exceed 40 square feet and the stair system can provide landings for safety and 
resting purposes provided they do not exceed 40 square feet.  There are some things that can be done on the property 
to stay in compliance with the ordinance.  
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  (continued pg 2 BOA minutes 11/18/2017) 
 

The committee went through the three step criteria for granting the variance.  The hardship is not that unique to the 
property as there are other lake front properties that have steep slope to the water as well, that do not have decks at 
the water’s edge.  There are areas of the ordinance that will allow for compliant use of the property.  The variance 
will harm public interest as it has been proven that building too close to the water is detrimental to water quality and 
the wildlife habitat of the lake.  The deck is stained and the rainwater will wash the stain into the lake, and over time 
the deck will need to re-stained.  Unnecessary hardship is not present as the applicant does have use of the property 
without the deck that close to the water.  There are other areas of the ordinance that were explained such as the stairs 
with landings and a small landing adjacent to the dock system that would be in compliance with the ordinance.  
Motion by Mike Bednarski to deny the after-the-fact variance request to retain an accessory structure on the 
shore of Keyes Lake, second by Dennis Christian, vote three (3) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 
  Under administrator concerns.  Wolosyn informed the committee that the WDNR does not have a letter on file from 

Florence County Board of Adjustment requesting the WDNR to provide an opinion on Board of Adjustment 
hearings.  Therefore, at this time they can only provide a letter and not an opinion.  This item will be placed on the 
next Board of Adjustment agenda for discussion/action.  

 
                 Motion by Dennis Christian to adjourn, second by Mike Bednarski vote three (3) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion 

carried.  
   
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Rich Wolosyn,  
Zoning Administrator  
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