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May 11, 2018  

  

Minutes of the Planning and Zoning/Land Information meeting with public hearing conducted on May 2, 2018 

in the courthouse, Florence County, WI.  

  

Scott Wolf called the meeting to order at 6.00 P.M. and took roll call.  

  

                  Members present:         Supervisors’ Gary Steber, Jeanette Bomberg, Joe Mills and Larry Neuens  

  

 Members absent:          Sherry Johnson (excused) 

     

Others present:              Leonard Lemanski, Wendy Gehlhoff, Kim VanLaarhoven, Tim Bomberg, 

   Krist Atanasoff, Stanly Atanasoff, Scott Wolf, Trish Kelly  

  

Scott Wolf opened the floor for nominations of Chairperson.  Supervisor Steber nominated Supervisor Bomberg for 

Chairperson.  Supervisor Neuens made a motion that nominations be closed and that a unanimous ballot be cast for 

Supervisor Bomberg.  Supervisor Mills supported the motion.  Vote taken four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

Wolf handed the meeting over to the Chairperson. 

 

Chairperson Bomberg opened nominations for Vice-Chairperson.  Supervisor Neuens nominated Supervisor Steber for 

Vice-Chairperson.  Supervisor Neuens made a motion that nominations be closed and that a unanimous ballot be cast for 

Supervisor Steber.  Supervisor Mills supported the motion.  Vote taken four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  
 
Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion to approve the agenda, motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the 

agenda, second by Supervisor Neuens, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.   

  

Chairperson Bomberg asked for a motion on the minutes of the meeting and public hearing conducted on April 4, 

2018.  Motion by Supervisor Neuens to approve the minutes of the meeting and public hearing conducted on 

April 4, 2018 second by Supervisor Mills, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.    

  

Persons wishing to address the committee on other zoning related concerns.  Krist Atanosoff from Iron River, 

Michigan explained to the board he has been working with Len Lemanski on the purchase of LSL Landfill.  He 

would like to re-open the landfill for a solid waste landfill and would like approval from the County to move 

forward with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), jointly between the County and DNR requirements.  

Scott Wolf said there is a flow chart that shows the actual steps as far as the DNR and local agreement.  Mr. 

Atanasoff informed the committee this is a substantial investment and engineering work, and wants to be sure the 

County is in agreement before he moves forward.  Wolf informed Mr. Atanosoff to contact the DNR Waste 

Management Specialist and bring plans forward for review.   
 
The current bills were reviewed as presented and recommended to the Audit and Budget Committee for approval.  

Motion by Supervisor Steber to approve the bills and recommend to Audit and Budget for approval, second 

by Supervisor Neuens, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.    

    

     Chairperson Bomberg announced Public Hearing 2018-ZA-3, on the proposed amendment to the County of 

Florence Code of Ordinances by which the County Board will amend the existing Florence County Floodplain  

 Ordinance, Reformatting of Ordinance; Sections: 4.3.7, 6.1.1.A, 6.2.1.F, 6.3.4, 7.0, 8.2; Section 10.0 Definitions: 

Department, Hearing Notice, Manufactured Home; and some minor text clean up.  
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Scott Wolf informed the committee, at this time, he would recommend to cancel Public Hearing 2018-ZA-3 on the 

proposed amendment to the Floodplain Ordinance.  The updates will be incorporated into the ordinance and 

brought back at a later date.  Motion by Supervisor Steber to cancel Public Hearing 2018-ZA-3, on the 

proposed amendment to the Floodplain Ordinance as recommended by the Zoning Administrator, second 

by Supervisor Neuens, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.   

  

     Chairperson Bomberg announced Public Hearing 2018-CU-0002, request a Conditional Use Permit under Chapter 

10 Subchapter 1, Section 3.22 g (9) of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance to operate a Veterinarian Hospital in 

existing building. The building was previously used as Dentist and Eye Doctor office.  Property is Lots 6, 7, & E 5 

1/3 of Lot 8 of Block 13 of Plat of Village of Florence, Section 21, Township 40 North, Range 18 East, Town of 

Florence, Florence County, WI.  Property address is 433 Florence Avenue.  Request submitted by Kim 

VanLaarhoven and Theisen Property Management.  

 

 For the record, the packet of information regarding the public hearing sent to Patricia A. Dooley was returned to 

the office with no forwarding address.   Correspondence was read from Tim Bomberg, Chairman for the Town of 

Florence and Wendy Gehlhoff, Economic Development, both were in support of the Veterinarian Hospital in that 

this business will help to make Florence more self-sufficient by adding to the range of products and services 

available to attract new visitors and permanent residents to our community.  A transcribed phone message from 

Racheal Egelseer was read, in which the Silverthread neighors had concerns for barking and how large of animals 

are anticipated, as these would be important things, being a senior residence right next door that they would have 

the peace and quiet they would like in their senior years.  (Letters on file in zoning office).   
 

Scott Wolf asked how many animals will be outside at one given time?  Ms. VanLaarhoven responded, as far as 

walking to an appointment, she couldn’t guarantee someone might show up early and have two animals at one 

time.  She assumed it would be controlled with very little foot traffic.  Wolf said the question was more in regard 

to the animals in the facility that had procedures done and given a relief break outside.  Ms. VanLaarhoven replied 

just one animal at a time and leashed.  The fence would be a security measure should an employee slip while 

walking an animal outside, she would like to protect the animal so it does not run off.  As far as large animals, the 

only thing she would potentially suggest that could occur is a simple procedure for a blood cast for coggins on 

horses, in that event the owner would haul the horse on the trailer to the back of the building for that procedure.  

The barking noise should be no more than a person walking their own dog down the street.  The building is quite 

soundproof and was tested for sound with her own dog.  There will be video cameras in the building where she can 

monitor any animal for an overnight stay.  There is a freezer in house should an animal be cremated while she 

works with Jacobs Funeral Home on cremations services.  She noted once an owner takes their animal home to be 

buried, she no longer has control over that animal.  Operating hours to start out with will be Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  At any time, should anyone have a concern, please come and address them with 

her.  Wolf would recommend to approved with the condition that any state and federal permits be secured.  

Motion by Supervisor Steber to grant Conditional Use Permit 2018-CU-0002 to operate a Veterinarian 

Hospital with the condition that all state and federal permits be secured, second by Supervisor Mills, vote 

four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 

   Under discussion/action regarding request to reimburse Len Lemanski in the amount of $550 from the LSL 

Landfill escrow account for payment to the Department of Natural Resources which covered the cost incurred 

from the application request to reduce well monitoring at the LSL Landfill.  Wolf informed the committee that 

Len Lemanski went through the review process by DNR for approval to reduce the well monitoring to once a year 

on the LSL Landfill site.  The application cost for the DNR to review was $550 in which Mr. Lemanski paid for 

with the understanding he would be reimbursed through the accumulated interest on the escrow monies in the LSL 

Landfill account.  Committee members felt they needed more information on the matter in order to make a 

decision for reimbursement.  Motion by Supervisor Mills to bring back this item back to the June 2, 2018 

Planning & Zoning meeting with an update, second by Supervisor Steber, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.   
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    Discussion/action regarding update to the fee schedule for County GIS Mapping Data requests.  Wolf informed 

the committee that the state is trying to get data opened up for everyone.  The concern is how much can be charged 

for the data the county provides. Corporation counsel was approached on the matter and informed the county they 

could charge for the time they have in uploading the data to a device and the cost of any media necessary.  Land 

Information personal went through and set up the Florence County Geographical Information System Data 

Request Fee Schedule.  Wolf would like approval for this fee schedule so the data that is being requested can be 

purchased through the county.  A good portion of this data is already open on different websites and individuals 

can get it for free.  If those individuals would request current data, this is when the fees would be charged.  Motion 

by Supervisor Neuens to approve the proposed Florence County Geographical Information System Data 

Request Fee Schedule and forward to full County Board for final approval, second by Supervisor Steber, 

vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion carried.  

 

Discussion/action regarding 2017 Wisconsin Act 134 which removes boundaries to Non-Ferrous Mining 

applications in the State of Wisconsin as of July 1st, 2018.  Wolf gave an update on the Non-Ferrous Mining and 

the drafting of an ordinance. Discussion followed.  Committee members felt if an organization were to come in and 

request this type of mining, the county and towns would want to be involved.  Wolf will continue to work on 

drafting a proposed ordinance for committee review. 

 

Under discussion/action regarding report on the scan document project in the Register of Deeds office.  The 

Register of Deeds office reported for the time period April 1, 2018 through April 30, 2018 there was 23.5 hours 

worked by two employees with 294 documents archived.     

 

   Discussion/action regarding proposal for the purchase of an Underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV).  

Wolf reported the previous underwater vehicle that was approved for purchase was found that the company has 

stopped manufacturing that particular model.  A similar unit with the same camera has been found through a 

company out of Canada.  The basic unit cost would be $837.00 less than the previous unit. There are other light 

and camera upgrades that would be beneficial and allow a little more freedom to upgrade, however, more 

expensive as well. The total amount previously approved would not change for the purchase of this underwater 

vehicle.  Motion by Supervisor Steber approval to purchase the Underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle 

from the Canada based company, second by Supervisor Neuens, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, motion 

carried.  

   

Under discussion/action regarding training and pilot certification of Florence County Unmanned Aerial System 
(UAS) Operations Project.  Scott Goodwin has started part 107 training for the Federal Aviation Association 
(FAA) certification.  The flight exam will follow once certified.  The Forestry and the Sheriff’s Department is 
committed to training.  Liability coverage has been resolved with the county insurance and continue to research the 
comprehensive coverage.  
 
Future agenda item.  Conditional use permit for temporary travel trailer.  
  

Motion by Supervisor Neuens to adjourn, second by Supervisor Mills, vote four (4) ayes, zero (0) nays, 

motion carried.   

  

Respectfully submitted,   

  

Scott Wolf  

 Zoning Administrator       
 SW/tk  


