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April 5, 2021 

 

 

Minutes of the Board of Adjustment meeting and Public Hearing with site inspection conducted on April 1, 

2021 at 4985 Balsam Drive in the Town of Fern, Florence County, WI.  
 
Chairperson Rich Wolosyn called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm and took roll call. 
 
Members present:   Mike Bednarski, Rich Wolosyn, Holly Stratton 
 
Members absent:  None 
 

 Present at site visit        Mark Kramer, Scott Wolf - Zoning Administrator, David Ronzani (Site Visit Only) 

                  and Public Hearing: 

 
                   
Chairperson Rich Wolosyn asked for a motion to approve the agenda, Wolf noted for the record that the Public 
Hearing portion of the meeting would be held in the court room of  Florence County Courthouse, and not in 
the 2nd floor conference room due to a potential conflict with another meeting.  Motion by Mike Bednarski to 
approve the agenda, second by Holly Stratton, vote taken, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Site inspection of property with discussion.   Committee members reviewed the site, property line setbacks 

and the physical distance from Keyes Lake and Loon Lake.  There was discussion regarding drainage on 

Balsam Drive and the Kramer property.    
 
Motion by Holly Stratton to adjourn site inspection and reconvene to the Courthouse at 501 Lake 

Avenue in the Town of Florence, Florence County, WI, second by Mike Bednarski, vote taken all ayes, 

motion carried.  
 
Chairperson Rich Wolosyn called the meeting back into order at 4:25 P.M.   
 
Chairperson Rich Wolosyn asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting and public hearing 

conducted on September 24, 2020.  Motion by Mike Bednarski to approve the minutes of the meeting and 

public hearing conducted on September 24, 2020, second by Rich Wolosyn, vote taken all ayes, motion 

carried.  
 
There were no persons wishing to address the committee on other zoning related concerns. 
 
Chairperson Rich Wolosyn announced Public Hearing VAR-20210001, request a variance to the Florence 

County Zoning Ordinance Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Section 2.6.2 (c) for a reduction of fourteen (14) feet to 

the required sixty-three (63) foot setback to the centerline of Balsam Drive. Resulting in a forty-seven (47) 

foot setback to the centerline of balsam drive to build 1176 square foot accessory structure garage.  Property is 

part of S ½ of NE ¼, Section 01, Township 39 North, Range 17 East, Town of Fern, Florence County, WI.  

Property address is 4985 Balsam Drive.  Request submitted by Mark Kramer.   
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(Page 2, 4/1/2021 BOA minutes) 

 

Wolf read into the record written correspondence received by the Florence County Board of Adjustment 

Chairperson, Rich Wolosyn, from Mike Scheffler and written correspondence received by the Florence 

County Planning and Zoning Department from Kris Tomkiewicz. The written correspondence from both 

individuals were in support of granting the variance request, letters on file in the Florence County Planning 

and Zoning Department.  

 

Wolf explained that Mr. and Mrs. Kramer inquired about building an accessory structure garage on their 

property at 4985 Balsam Drive in the Town of Fern. This property is subject to the Florence County 

Shoreland/Wetland Zoning Ordinance due to being within 1000 feet of both Loon Lake and Keyes Lake and 

thus would require the minimum road setbacks as required by the Florence County Zoning Ordinance.  The 

desired location for the proposed garage would not meet the required road setback to the centerline of Balsam 

Drive. The centerline setback, was determined by Wolf to be the controlling setback from the road, as it was 

greater than the right-of-way setback.  

 

Mr. Kramer questioned whether the building footprint could be reduced due to the current price of lumber. 

Wolf responded that if the variance request is approved, the structure can be no closer than 47 feet from the 

centerline of Balsam Drive and that the structure could be no larger than the submitted plans described.  

However, the structure could be built to a smaller scale and further from the centerline of Balsam Drive, 

provided all other applicable provisions are met.  

 

The committee discussed the four (4) criteria required to be able to approve the variance request. The 

committee members agreed that the deep ravine to the rear of the proposed garage met the requirement for 

unnecessary hardship; the ravine met the requirements for uniqueness of property as the ravine is completely 

on the petitioner’s property, and the ravine was not self-created.  Wolf noted that no correspondence was 

received from the Town of Fern regarding this variance petition.  Wolf also noted that there was no driveway 

application returned to the Florence County Planning and Zoning Office, only a verbal confirmation from the 

Town Board Chairperson for approval of the driveway from the Town of Fern.  Being the proposed structure 

does not encroach closer towards Balsam Drive than the existing dwelling and the Town of Fern has verbally 

approved a proposed secondary driveway leading to the proposed structure, the committee members agreed 

that there was no harm to public interest. 
 
Board of Adjustment member Holly Stratton brought up concerns regarding tree stump removal along the road 

edge of Balsam Drive.  Wolf recommended against digging and pulling out the stumps as this could create 

damage to the road surface, instead grind the stumps slightly below grade level and fill. 
 
Motion by Mike Bednarski to approve Variance VAR-20210001, to reduce the required setback of the 

proposed structure to the centerline of Balsam Drive by 16 feet, resulting in a minimum setback of 47 

feet to the centerline of Balsam Drive, and that no other ordinance provisions are affected by this 

decision, second by Holly Stratton, vote all ayes, zero nays, motion carried 

 

There were no committee concerns. 

 

There were no administrator concerns. 

 

Wolf noted the possibility of future variance applications, although no formal requests have been submitted to 

the office, at this time.   

 

Motion by Mike Bednarski to adjourn, second by Holly Stratton, vote taken all ayes, motion carried.  
   
Respectfully submitted,  
 

Scott Wolf,  

Zoning Administrator  

 

 


