
Florence County Library Board 

January 14, 2021 

 The Florence County Library Board meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben 
Niehaus on Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 4 PM in the School District’s meeting room.  Due 
to COVID-19, social distancing and wearing of masks was practiced.  Due to COVID-19, the 
October 2020 meeting was not held. 

 Verification of the meeting notice was given by Stephanie Weber, librarian. 
 Members in attendance were: Jan Gehlhoff, Fran Modschieder, Jim Dunkel, Ben 

Niehaus, Tom Jonet, Debra DeMuri and Stephanie Weber, librarian.  Excused: Ed 
Kelley. 

 On motion by Tom, seconded by Fran to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 On motion by Jim, seconded by Jan to approve the August 6, 2020 meeting. Motion 

carried. 
 On motion by Debra, seconded by Fran to approve the August-December bills and to 

send to Co. Audit and Budget.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

 Ben reported no security or building grounds update.  Tom asked about the exit 
door weather stripping.  Ben reported a weather stripping had been placed by Bill 
Witynski, but does not seem to be preventing water from seeping in.  Tom 
suggested shaving the concrete down so as not be to even with the door sill.  Ben 
will revisit that with Bill this spring. 
 

New Business: 
 Meeting dates for 2021 were approved.    Dates are as followed:  January 14, 

February 11, April 8, June 10, August 12, October 14.  All meetings are held the 
second Thursday of the month at 4 PM. 

 The first meeting of the new year is election of officers.  On motion by Debra, 
seconded by Tom to nominate Fran to the position of Chairman.  Motion carried. 
On motion by Jan, seconded by Jim to nominate Ben to the position of Vice-
Chairman.  Motion carried.  Ben will be leaving our School District in June so a 
replacement to represent the school would need to be appointed by Ben from either 
the School Board or the school employees at large.  On motion by Fran, seconded by 
Ben to nominate Debbie to the position of secretary.  Motion carried, 

 With the COVID-19 limiting gatherings, on-line Zoom meetings are used throughout 
the entire USA including our county.  On motion by Jan, seconded by Jim to add the 
following to the library by-laws:  Section V:  The Library Board may meet and 



transact business by call in, email or electronic computer-based methods as needed.  
Quorum requirements remain unchanged. Motion carried. 

 The library has received a $575 grant from the Nicolet Federated Library System. 
Stephanie has earmarked the funds for large print materials.  On motion by Jan, 
seconded by Fran to approve the grant.  Motion carried. 

Librarian Comments: 

 The librarian staff continues to do curb-side pick-up for materials.  There will be a 
slow opening as before once COVID numbers decrease perhaps February or March. 

 The Red Oak Foundation has donated $500 to the library. 
 Two new chairs will be arriving shortly for the children’s area. 
 New materials continue to arrive from unused funds from the 2020 budget.  

Limited funds from travel, meetings, etc. was not used allowing for monies to be 
reallotted to materials. 

Friends Update-Debbie 

 As our organization has not met since COVID, the budget will remain the same, 
hoping to be able to begin activities this year. 

 Two donations in memory of Connie Falk and Josephine Syrjanen have been 
received.  Due to no meeting, decisions as to how to use the money have yet to be 
determined. 

 A thank you to Stephanie and her staff during this year.  They have continued to 
keep patrons supplied with reading materials since full closure in March.  They 
continue to follow the safety guidelines for both patron and materials. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on 
February 11 to review the annual report. 

Debra DeMuri, Secretary  


