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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2025 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 

 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      HENRY SULLIVAN 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      CHARLES KELLSTROM 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       COLBY POWERS  
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
 
 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  None   
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken –all were present. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve 
the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Sullivan seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of the July 9, 2025 Committee meeting.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds was not present.       
  
 B. DNR FORESTRY – COLBY POWERS 

DNR State Land Forester Colby Powers said they have been busy setting up sales in the Wild Rivers area. 
 
 C. DNR WILDLIFE – TOM CARLSON 

DNR State Wildlife Tom Carlson gave a deer management and habitat grant project updates.  He said 
antlerless tags will be on sale at 10:00 AM on August 18th.  He encouraged the public to participate in the 
Operation Deer Watch & Game Bird surveys.   
 
 D. DNR REGIONAL ECOLOGIST – CARLY LAPIN 

DNR Ecologist Carly Lapin passed around maps and explained why the State would like to purchase the 
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Dallagranna property that is within the Spread Eagle Barrens State Natural Area.  Part of the purchase 
requirement is a resolution from the Town & County.  Smith passed around the resolution he drafted.   It was 
moved by Supervisor Sullivan and seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to approve the 
resolution in support of Wisconsin DNR purchase of the Dallagrana property and send to the County Board 
for approval. 
 
6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Smith said there is one active sale in the County.  There will be a bid opening next month. 
 
 B. CARBON CREDITS 

Smith said he and Finance Manager Kim Merrill reviewed and updated the carbon credit contract.  He plans 
to send to the attorney for another review.   
 
 C. SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY GRANT APPLICATION APPROVAL 

We are applying for a grant to open forest roads that were damaged during the 2025 spring ice storm.  It was 
moved by Supervisor Sullivan and seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to approve the 
Sustainable Forestry Grant application.  
 
 D. BUDGET 

Smith passed around and reviewed the 2026 Forestry & Parks budget.  He also reviewed the Wild Rivers 
Interpretive Center Budget and Forestry Capital Improvement plan. It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom and 
seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to approve Forestry & Parks budget and send 
to Audit and Budget. 
 
Smith then passed around Forestry & Parks carry-over fund accounts.  Both he and Merrill explained how 
these funds are used. 
 
 E. EQUIPMENT BIDS APPROVAL 

No bids were received.  Smith plans on placing the equipment on Wisconsin Surplus. 
 
7. RECREATION 
 A.  PARKS 

Smith said there is going to be a Harvest Festival the weekend of September 12th – 14th at West Bass 
campground.  He is going to follow-up on a liability insurance question. 
 
 B.  TRAIL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WITH BLUE OX CLUB 

Smith passed around the 2025-2026 Yearly Trail Maintenance Service Contract to the Committee.  It was 
moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve the 
Blue Ox contract and send to County Board. 
 
8. TAX DELINQUENT LAND SALES 
Smith passed around the 2025 Land Sale list.  He explained the new procedures on how to proceed with 
these sales.  He asked the Committee to review the list and he will put on next month’s agenda. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
The WCFA Annual Meeting will be held on September 24th – 26th in Eagle River.  Smith asked if any 
Committee members were interested in attending. 
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10. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Sullivan asked if anyone had any other carbon credit questions.  Smith said no. 
 
11. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Modschiedler and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to 
approve bills being paid for the month of July by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource 
Center.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Supervisor Mills at 5:31 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


