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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 2025 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 

 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      HENRY SULLIVAN 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      CHARLES KELLSTROM 
 USFS TIMBER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT      DAN REYNOLDS – PHONE 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       ANDY NAULT  
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR     TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
 
 
 
  
 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  None   
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken –all were present. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Modchiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Sullivan seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve the minutes of the June 11, 2025 Committee meeting.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds said approximately 85% of target sales have been met.  
The crew has been busy marking contracts – however they have been having paint issues.  They are still 
under a hiring freeze. There are four active timber sales in Florence.       
  
 B. DNR – ANDY NAULT 

DNR State Land Forester Andy Nault introduced the new DNR – County Forest Liaison Colby Powers.  Three 
out four sales were sold at their last timber sale.  The last one will be sold direct.  There are no active sales in 
the County.  Time standard hours have been met.     
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6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Assistant Administrator Taylor Ziolkowski reported three active timber sale in the County.  They plan to re-
advertise in August and open in September. 
 
 B. CARBON CREDITS 

Smith passed around a flyer created by the Health Department in regards to the potential Florence County 
Carbon Credit program.  Supervisor Sullivan suggested a few “wording” changes.  Supervisor Brunette 
apologized for not being at the last County Board meeting as he supports Florence County entering the 
carbon credit program.  Finance Manager Kim Merrill addressed concerns about the contract and passed 
around a spreadsheet outlining the cost to the County if they needed to get out of the contract.  Supervisor 
Al Williams asked questions about the program.  Smith read a letter he received from Supervisor Thompson 
as well.  The committee addressed these concerns. 
 
7. RECREATION 
 A.  PARKS 

Smith said the parks and campgrounds were busy over the 4th of July weekend.  He was approached about a 
possible donation for a kayak launch at Keyes Lake.  Work still needs to be done at West Bass park.  
Supervisor Sullivan asked about adding a Pickle Ball Court to the Keyes Lake Recreation area. 
 
 B.  FAIRGROUNDS MOWING 

Smith said the crew has been mowing the fairgrounds.  It took two people – 3 to 4 hours each. 
 
Supervisor Brunette said the Halls Creek Horse campground looked great. 
 
8. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
None 
 
9. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
None 
 
10. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to 
approve bills being paid for the month of June by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource 
Center.   
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Supervisor Mills at 5:57 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


