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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2025 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 

 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      HENRY SULLIVAN 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      CHARLES KELLSTROM 
 USFS TIMBER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT      DAN REYNOLDS – PHONE 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       ANDY NAULT 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR     TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI 
   
 
 

 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  NONE    

MINUTES 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken – all members were 
present. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of February 12, 2025 Committee meeting.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds gave an update on leadership changes.  The department is 
still under a hiring freeze.  They are looking at more cutting on the National Forest.  Remote workers have 
been directed back to the office – there will be an additional 5-6 people in the Florence location.  Timber 
sales have been slowing down due to road limits.  There will be a sale advertised next week. 
  
 B. DNR – ANDY NAULT 

DNR State Land Forester Andy Nault said there is one active State Land timber sale and two active GNA sales 
in the County.  The department has met 78% of time standard hours for the County.   
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6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Assistant Administrator Taylor Ziolkowski reported two active timber sales in the County.  The department 
has decided to only offer one bid opening per year – advertising in June or July. 
 
Smith gave an update on the extension request from last month.  He met with the contractor and agreed that 
if he receives ½ the sale value check – he will agree to an extension.  
 
 B. CARBON CREDITS 

Smith said Jeromy Koslowski from Climate Trust gave a presentation at last month’s County Board meeting.  
He then proceeded to give a financial presentation to the Committee.  After discussion – the Committee 
asked if Smith could have this same presentation at the next County Board meeting with the Finance 
Manager present.  They asked to send the carbon credit spreadsheet with the County Board packets.   
 
 C. OCCASIONAL LABORER 

Smith received three applications.  Two are 18 years old – one is not.  He would like to have interviews on 
March 19, 2025 starting at 5:00.  Supervisor Brunette and Mills said they could attend.  
 
 D. FOREST ROADS 

Smith brought up a situation in the Town of Homestead and Fence where a person had contacted Supervisor 
Burnette about access and potential plowing of a road across County Forest.  When Smith looked at the 
situation it was clear there is an issue with the location of the gas tax County Forest road maps and where the 
Forestry Department believes the location of the road to be.  Smith will look into this more to see what is the 
correct information.  To date the landowner has not contacted the Forestry Department.   
 
 E. BID OPENINGS 

Smith would like formal approval to move to one bid opening a year.  Supervisor Sullivan asked what we 
could do to improve our marketability for sales – sale size / direct sales.  Smith said sale size was not a factor 
compared to Marinette County.  Smith said we may have to discuss how to handle direct sales.  Do we direct 
sale right after bid?  Or wait and re-sell?     
 
It was moved by Supervisor Sullivan and seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
move to one bid opening per year, continue not to advertise minimum bids, if a sale does not sell it can be 
directly sold at the appraised value, not the 15% reduced advertised value.   
 
The sale prospectus will also be updated to reflect the changes to procedures.   
 
7. RECREATION 
 A.  SKI HILL 

The Truck Hill Climbs were good and had a nice crowd.  Ski season is done.  Supervisor Sullivan said the 
Highway Department were impressed with the work Marvin Davis and Adrianna Ashe did for the Hill Climbs.   
 
 B. SNOWMOBILE/ATV TRAILS 

Smith said the snowmobile trails are officially shut down.  He asked if the ATV trails should be kept open.  The 
Committee felt there would be too much damage to the trails and should be closed as well.   
 
  8. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
Smith went to Madison for the County Forest Association meeting and visited 17 different legislative offices.  
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Things went well. 
 
The sewer backed up in the basement of the Resource Center – a new floor is needed. 
 
The crews are back to working normal hours.   
 
10. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Sullivan said he was approached and asked why the brush mower was run in the red pine 
plantations before the sale was complete.  This person is worried about damaging establish regeneration.  
Smith said he would answer this question at next month’s meeting. 
 
11. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Modschiedler and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to 
approve bills being paid for the month of February by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource 
Center.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Supervisor Mills at 6:01 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


