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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 
LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 

FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 
 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      HENRY SULLIVAN 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       ANDY NAULT 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR     TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI 
  
 

 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  CHARLES KELLSTROM    

MINUTES 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken – Supervisor Kellstrom was 
excused. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
 A correction was made - Supervisor Sullivan was excused from the January meeting and was not present to 
second approval of the minutes.  January approval of the minutes was actually seconded by Supervisor 
Brunette.  It was moved by Supervisor Sullivan seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously 
carried to approve the minutes of January 8, 2025 Committee meeting with this change.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds was not in attendance but sent an email to Administrator 
Pat Smith with updates.  He said there was very little hiring going on with the USFS nationwide.  There are 
two active timbers sales in Florence County. 
  
 B. DNR – ANDY NAULT 

DNR State Land Forester Andy Nault said there were four active State Land timber sales and two active GNA 
sales in the County.  The department has met 65% of time standard hours for the County.  They plan to 
advertise four sales in June.   
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6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Administrator Smith reported one active timber sale in the County.   
 
 B. CARBON CREDITS 

Jeromy Koslowski from Climate Trust will be giving a presentation at the County Board meeting on carbon 
credits next week.  After much discussion - it was moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor 
Sullivan and unanimously carried to support Forestry & Parks moving ahead with the carbon credit program 
as long as the money is managed in a separate account with funds being set aside for future costs of the 
program. 
 
 C. OCCASIONAL LABORER 

Mason Gummin is getting close to his maximum hours he can work.  Smith said they will continue to accept 
applications to fill these openings. 
 
 D. APPROVE TRACTOR BIDS 

Smith passed around the 2025 Tractor Bids.  After discussing the needs of the department - it was moved by 
Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve the Beaver 
Machine Kubota bid for $39,367.54. 
 
 E. CONTRACT EXTENSION 

There is a contractor who is asking for a 3rd extension with penalty.  They have not attempted to cut the job 
since awarded in the Spring of 2021.  It was moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor 
Modschiedler and unanimously carried not to approve a 3rd extension to the contractor.  
 
7. RESOLUTIONS 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve Resolutions A – E and send to County Board.  
 
8. RECREATION 
 A.  SKI HILL 

Smith passed around an updated 2024-2025 Ski Season report and the hill is doing well.  After ski season they 
would like to take a ride to a place near Fond Du Lac to look at a magic carpet to see if we can build one 
ourselves.  The Truck Hill Climbs will be March 8, 2025. 
 
 B. SNOWMOBILE/ATV TRAILS 

Smith received a phone message from the President of the Blue Ox Trail Riders asking if the 28 degree or 
warmer ATV rule could be suspended.  Smith said we do not have to worry about it since the snowmobile 
trails will be opening on Saturday.  There was confusion on a portion of the trial in Aurora that has been shut 
down.  Riders were still using the old trial and not following the signs to the new trail.  
 
  9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
Smith asked if anyone was interested in coming the Spring WCFA meeting being held March 26th – 28th in 
Marshfield.   
 
10. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Brunette said the Horse Club would like to buy donuts for Forestry & Parks in appreciation for all 
their help.  Smith said we are here Monday – Thursday and he should wait until after ski season. 
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Supervisor Sullivan thanked Forestry & Parks for their help with set-up for the Chili in the Woods event.   
 
As Chairman of the Building & Grounds Committee - Sullivan asked if the Resource Center was having any 
problems with the elevator because the Courthouse needs their fixed.  Smith said it is not used often because 
it is locked – and as of now we do not have issues.  Sullivan also inquired about mowing and plowing and the 
need for Building & Grounds to have a lawnmower and plow truck.  Smith said it is easier for Forestry & Parks 
to mow & plow versus scheduling a time for their equipment to be used.  Smith said Forestry & Parks could 
mow the Fairgrounds and mow and plow the Courthouse if that is what the committee would like them to 
do.   
 
Sullivan would also like to see “Bid Opening” put on next months meeting agenda.  He is looking to discuss 
have bid opening once per year and sale size.       
 
11. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Modschiedler and seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to 
approve bills being paid for the month of January by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource 
Center.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Supervisor Mills at 6:04 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


