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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 

 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      CHARLES KELLSTROM 
 USFS TIMBER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT      DAN REYNOLDS – PHONE 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       COLBY POWERS 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR     TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
  
 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  Supervisor Henry Sullivan 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken – Supervisor Henry Sullivan 
was excused. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to 
approve the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of the September 10, 2025 Committee meeting.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds gave a report via telephone.  He updated the departments 
that are still working during the government shutdown.  Offices are closed to the public.  They are moving 
forward with timber production.   Campgrounds are starting to shutdown.       
  
 B. DNR FORESTRY – COLBY POWERS 

DNR State Land Forester Colby Powers said there are no active sales in the County.  Busy setting up Spring 
2026 sales. 
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6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Assistant Administrator Taylor Ziolkowski said there are two active sale in the County.  Ziolkowski sent emails 
to eight different contractors to see what the County could do to improve sales with the changing market.  He 
did not hear back from any of them.  He spoke to a few and they said Covid created a surplus of wood.  Three 
out of the four sales that did not sell at last bid opening have now been sold direct sale. 
 
 B. FORESTRY & PARKS VEHICLES 

Discussion was had about a complaint regarding the condition of a Forestry & Parks truck.  The issue was 
addressed and taken care of.  Smith said Personnel will be coming out with a vehicle use policy soon.  
 
 C. ADVERTISE FOR PARKS & SKI HILL ASSISTANT 

Smith said the Parks and Ski Hill Assistant open position has been put in the paper and on the County 
website.  He would like to interview early November.  Wayne Harrison turned in his letter of resignation, 
which was turned into the County Clerks office, and permission was given to begin advertising for the 
position. 
 
 D. SAF/FORESTRY REVITILAZTION ACT RESOLUTION 

Smith passed around and explained the Forestry Revitalization Act which offers incentives for biofuel 
manufacturing.  There is a potential for a plant in the Hayward Wisconsin area.   It was moved by Supervisor 
Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and unanimously carried to approve the resolution and 
send to County Board.  
 
7. RECREATION 
 A.  PARKS 

The crews are busy closing down the parks and campgrounds.  They will be shutting off the water and pulling 
docks in the next couple of weeks. 
 
 B.  BOAT LANDINGS 

Smith signed the North Lake Boat Launch grant and the County has received the advance.  Supervisor 
Kellstrom expressed concern regarding the sheriff department refusing to issue tickets for power loading 
violations.  Supervisor Brunette said the sheriff told him no other County writes tickets for this violation. 
 
 C.  SKI HILL 

Smith said the new Parks & Ski Hill Assistant would not start until early December. 
 
8. TAX DELINQUENT LAND SALES 
Smith said the Tipler eviction deadline is next week.  He is holding back at proceeding with the sales until the 
tenant is out. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
The crew has been busy brushing roads.  He has been working closely with Finance Manager Kim Merrill on 
the budget.  Smith received a phone call from the Warden in Forest County regarding illegal cutting and deer 
stands.  The Warden said he would follow-up. 
 
10. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Kellstrom asked that an ordinance review be put on next month’s agenda.  Smith said the Sheriff 
needs to be present because they are the ones enforcing it. 
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Supervisor Brunette says the Halls Creek Campground and road looks great. 
 
11. ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO;  
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Kellstrom and unanimously carried to enter 
into closed session pursuant to; WI State Stat. §§ 19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, 
compensation or performance evaluation of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss department and employee 
concerns. 
 
12. ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION AND RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION, IF 

APPROPRIATE, ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION; 
No action was taken. 
 
13. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Modschiedler and carried to approve bills 
being paid for the month of September by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource Center.   
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Mills at 5:58 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


