FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING
3:30 PM - WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2019
LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER
FLORENCE, WI 54121

PRESENT:
SUPERVISOR / CHAIRMAN ED KELLEY
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER LARRY NEUENS
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER SUSAN THEER
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER HOLLY STRATTON
USFS DISTRICT SILVICULTURIST KATIE THEISEN
DNR FORESTER TYLER WOOD
FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR PATRICK SMITH
ASSISTANT FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR ANDY NAULT
FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER MARY PODNAR

ABESENT OR EXCUSED: Larry Dzekute - excused

MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL
Chairman Kelley called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM. Roll call was taken. Supervisor Larry Dzekute was
excused.

2. APPROVAL / AGENDA
It was moved by Supervisor Stratton seconded by Supervisor Theer and unanimously carried to approve the agenda
without changes.

3. APPROVAL / MINUTES
It was moved by Supervisor Neuens seconded by Supervisor Stratton, and unanimously carried to approve the
minutes as read.

4, COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Administrator Smith received a phone call regarding boat launch fees.

5. AGENCY REPORTS

A. USFS
USFS District Manager Chad Kirschbaum was not in attendance. District Silviculturist Katie Theisen came in his place.
Theisen reported that the USFS has three active timber sales going on.

District Manager Kirschbaum is actively trying to fill the NEPA position. He will be scheduling a meeting with USFS
Supervisor Paul Strong.

Smith said he just signed the amended year three roads stewardship contract and cutting will begin on Monday.
B. HUBER & ASSOCIATES

Tony Derleth was not in attendance. Smith sent Derleth an email asking for an update on the deer browse and doe
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harvest study.

C. DNR — HENRY SULLIVAN
DNR Forester Tyler Wood reported that Henry Sullivan had accepted the Team Leader position and will be
supervising Florence, Forest and Langlade Counties. His old position as DNR County Forest Liaison/State Land
Forester will be filled soon.

The State is on target for meeting their time standard hours for the County. They plan on working two days per week
to meet their goal.

Wood just attended a Master Planning meeting which was part of the DNR’s response to the County’s questions.
They are now formulating formal responses to the questions that were asked.

6. COUNTY FOREST

A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE
Assistant Administrator Nault reported that the County does not have any active sales in the County. Spring sales are
finished and they are now working on Fall 2019 sales.

Smith said he notified the contractor asking for a fourth extension on an expiring timber sale verbally — letting him
know that he would be granted a one-year extension with a stipulation that stumpage must be paid in full plus a 10%
penalty. Smith said he would formally send him a letter.

B. GUNNELSON LAND PURCHASE UPDATE
Smith received permission from the DNR to close on the property from Mr. Gunnelson. Smith let the Treasurer know
that they will be requesting a check for this purchase.

C. APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE SALES
Nault passed around the Spring 2019 Florence County Timber Sale packet. He explained each sale to the Committee.
It was moved by Supervisor Neuens seconded by Supervisor Stratton and carried to approve advertising the Spring
2019 Timber Sales.

D. TIMBER SALE EXTENSION
Nault passed around a letter he received from a contractor requesting a free extension for two contracts they have
with the County. Both jobs have oak wilt restrictions on them. The contractor has taken one extension on these
sales already — and has had three years to complete the sales. According to the contract if a second extension is
requested — a 10% penalty will be charged. The contractor is requesting a free extension due to poor market and
weather conditions. There was concern about setting a precedence of granting free extensions - as this has not
happened in the past. Smith recommended granting an extension — but with a 10% penalty. After discussion, it was
moved by Supervisor Neuens seconded by Supervisor Theer and carried to grant an extension with penalty.

7. RECREATION

A. ORDINANCE UPDATES
Smith passed around the Chapter 19 County Forests and Park System Code of Ordinances showing “track changes”.
He discussed the changes made. After discussion — it was agreed to hold a public hearing right before the July
meeting. Smith will bring a clean copy of the ordinance to the next meeting.

B. SELLING OF SNOWMOBILE BRIDGE
Smith was asked if the County would be interested in selling an old snowmobile bridge to the Fumee Lake
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Association. The County old bridges in their pit on Hwy 101. Smith would like to check with Corporate Council to see
if it is legal to sell the bridge without an advertised bid. Supervisor Neuens asked Smith to take pictures to share at
next month’s meeting. It was moved by Supervisor Stratton, seconded by Supervisor Neuens and carried to approve
Smith’s request to contact Corporate Counsel regarding this issue.

C. SKI HILL LIFT
Smith quickly put together a spreadsheet detailing how many daily and yearly passes were sold for the past three ski
seasons. Smith plans on speaking with Brent DallaGrana from the Ski Hill Committee and Wendy Gehlhoff from
Economic Development for more discussion. Smith was asked by Supervisor Stratton to contact the Health
Department for possible outdoor recreation grant money. This issue will be put on next month’s agenda.

D. WINTER HILL CLIMBS AT SKI HILL
Smith was asked if he was willing to allow truck hill climbs at the ski hill as a fundraiser for the Ski Hill Committee.
Ray Mills will be asked to attend next month’s meeting to discuss details.

E. MENOMINEE RIVER BRIDGE UPDATE
Smith was on a conference phone call with the Michigan DNR requesting our portion of the Menominee River Bridge
grant. He explained the details of the engineering and bid proposals. Michigan’s system will not allow them to offer
a bid without 100% of funding in place. The Wisconsin DNR grant specialist for our region was also on the
conference call and she was in agreement for us to pay our portion of the grant to get this project moving. Michigan
is putting together an agreement saying Florence County will be writing a check for their portion of the work on this
project. Any unused funds will be returned. It was moved by Supervisor Stratton, seconded by Supervisor Stratton
and carried to approve Smith signing the agreement once he receives it from Michigan DNR.

8. ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Smith updated the Committee letting them know that the Snowmobile Council approved increasing the grant to
allow Coleman Engineering to oversee the Little Popple Bridge project.

The 2019 WCFA Summer Tour will be held June 19 — 21, 2019 in Jackson and Monroe County. If anyone was
interested in going — please let Business Manager Mary Podnar know as soon as possible.

0. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMMENTS & CONCERNS
None

10. BILLS/REVENUES — FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER
It was moved by Supervisor Neuens seconded by Supervisor Stratton and carried to approve bills being paid for
Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource Center for April.

11. ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Supervisor Neuens, seconded by Supervisor Stratton and unanimously carried to adjourn the
meeting at 4:54 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Podnar, Business Manager
Florence County Forestry and Parks
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