FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026
LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI 54121

PRESENT:
CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER JOE MILLS
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER HENRY SULLIVAN - PHONE
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER CHARLES KELLSTROM
SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER TOM BRANDT
USFS TIMBER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT DAN REYNOLDS — PHONE
DNR — COUNTY FOREST LIAISON COLBY POWERS
FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR PAT SMITH
FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI
FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER MARY PODNAR

ABESENT OR EXCUSED: Matt Brunette & Fran Modschiedler
MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Roll call was taken — Matt Brunette and Fran
Modschiedler were excused.

2. APPROVAL / AGENDA
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom seconded by Supervisor Brandt and unanimously carried to approve the
agenda as posted.

3. APPROVAL / MINUTES
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve the
minutes of the March 11, 2026 Committee meeting.

4, COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Administrator Smith received a phone call regarding a potential County Land purchase near their house.

5. AGENCY REPORTS

A. USFS
USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds updated the Committee on the National Reorganization.
They are looking at decreasing the Forestry fleet by 15% and will be closing some regional office locations.
They may have to delay opening campgrounds due to snow. The USFS does not have any active sales in
Florence County.

B. DNR FORESTRY — COLBY POWERS
DNR State Land Forester Colby Powers reported no active State sales in the County. They will have a 180 acre
sale on the Pine Popple. Fire season has been delayed due to weather. Seven day staffing will begin next
week. The department has roughly 140 county time standard hours left for the year. Supervisor Sullivan asked
how many acres they plan to burn in the Spread Eagle Barrons — Powers said he will have to get back to him
with that answer.
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6. COUNTY FOREST

A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE
Assistant Administrator Taylor Ziolkowski said there are no active sales in the County — however there are sales
that still have hauling. They plan on advertising 6 timber sales for 2026.

Smith said next week he and Ziolkowski will be meeting with the Carbon Credit contractor to start the cruise
plots.

At the WCFA meeting they were informed about the new FSC standards for certification. We will need to do
some work to keep up the standards. Supervisor Sullivan asked if FSC certification is worth it? Smith believes
being in the Carbon Market — certification helps with these sales.

Smith said we could find a 10-30% reduction in pulp prices due to the Mosinee Mill closure.

B. FORESTRY & PARKS ORDINANCE REVIEW
Smith is still working on updating the Ordinance and asked the Committee to send their comments.

7. RECREATION
A. PARKS
Smith said due to weather — nothing is being done. We will have two summer workers starting in May.

B. SKI HILL
Smith passed around the Ski Hill Kitchen revenues report.

Following up with Supervisor Sullivans question from last month — Smith asked Ski Hill Manager what went
good, bad and what could be improved for next year ski season:

GOOD: Food sales, snowmaking weather, school bus dropping off kids, moved tube run

BAD: Attendance went down after truck runs — once kids brought their gear home - they did not bring it back,
hard time hiring kitchen help. Supervisor Sullivan would like Smith to see what it would take to have the Ski
Hill kitchen used like the Hillcrest Kitchen to sell food.

IMPROVEMENT: Dirt work to help with snowmaking, fliers to send out to local schools, install magic carpet

C. BOAT LANDINGS
Smith talked with our Engineer for the final drawing and design for the North Lake Boat Launch.

8. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

A. EASEMENMT FOR FLORENCE UTILITIES
The Sustainable Forestry Conference, Prom, and Awards Ceremony events will be at the ski hill this month. We
do have an employee who will be on light duty.

9. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS
None

10. BILLS / REVENUES — FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER

Discussion was had about Mason Gummin highway hours. It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom and
seconded by Supervisor Brandt and unanimously carried to approve bills being paid for the month of March by
Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource Center.
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12. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Mills at 5:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Podnar, Business Manager
Florence County Forestry and Parks

Page 3 of 3



