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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
4:00 PM - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, FLORENCE, WI  54121 

 
PRESENT: 
 CHAIRMAN / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOE MILLS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      HENRY SULLIVAN 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      MATT BRUNETTE 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      FRAN MODSCHIEDLER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      CHARLES KELLSTROM 
 USFS TIMBER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT      DAN REYNOLDS – PHONE 
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON       ANDY NAULT 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PAT SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR     TAYLOR ZIOLKOWSKI 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
 
 
 
ABESENT OR EXCUSED:  None 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Chairman Joe Mills called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  Roll call was taken – all were present. 
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA 
It was moved by Supervisor Brunette seconded by Supervisor Kellstrom and unanimously carried to approve 
the agenda as posted.  
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to approve the 
minutes of the February 11, 2026 Committee meeting.  
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None  
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. USFS 

USFS Timber Management Assistant Dan Reynolds updated the Committee with the seasonal hiring openings. 
The USFS currently does not have any active sales in Florence County.  He also gave an update on sales sold 
and those ready to advertise.  They have finished cutting on the Grub Hoe stewardship and now only have 
some wood to move. 
        
  B. DNR FORESTRY – COLBY POWERS 

DNR State Land Forester Andy Nault reported no active State sales in the County.  The department has roughly 
200 county time standard hours left for the year.   
 



Page 2 of 3 

 

6. COUNTY FOREST 
 A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 

Assistant Administrator Taylor Ziolkowski reported three active sales in the County.  Road limits are on.  
 
 B. FORESTRY & PARKS ORDINANCE REVIEW 

Smith said he began updating the Ordinance and he will bring it to the Committee when he has it finished.     
 
 
7. RECREATION 
 A. PARKS 

Smith signed the contract with Coleman for the North Lake boat landing.  The department will start working on 
opening the parks once ski season is over.  Supervisor Kellstrom would like to see North Lake boat landing on 
the agenda for the next couple of months. 
 
Supervisor Sullivan asked for updates on the Fairgrounds.  Smith said the Fair Board has been paying the utility 
bill.  Smith has not looked into anything further.  
 
 B. SKI HILL 

Smith said the ski hill plans to stay open for a few more weekends. 
 
8. TAX DELINQUENT LAND SALES 
 A. APPROVE WI SURPLUS BID RESULTS 

Smith passed around the 2026 tax delinquent land sale bid results.  All the properties had bids.  It was moved 
by Supervisor Kellstrom and seconded by Supervisor Sullivan and unanimously carried to accept the bids and 
send to County Board for approval.   
  
9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
 A. EASEMENMT FOR FLORENCE UTILITIES 

Smith passed around an easement for Florence Utilities to be able to access their Water and Sewer Mains and 
RV Dump Station.  It was moved by Supervisor Brunette and seconded by Supervisor Kellstrom and 
unanimously carried to approve the easement and send to County Board for approval. 
 
The WCFA conference will be held in Wausau March 18th-20th.  Supervisor Sullivan will go to the March 18th 
meeting and Supervisor Mills will attend the March 19th and 20th meetings. 
 
10. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Kellstrom is concerned about rules and regulations as they pertain to boat landings and asked if 
Smith has heard anything.  Smith said the Sheriff feels Forestry & Parks should write their own tickets.  
Discussion was had if the department should get credentialed for issuing them, Committee members stated 
they would do some research on this.   
 
Supervisor Sullivan expressed concern about the mill closure in Mosinee and asked Smith to provide the 
Committee on what that means to the County for the next meeting. 
 
He also asked Smith to find out from the Ski Hill employees what went well, what did not and what needs 
improvement for next season for the next meeting. 
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11. BILLS / REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
It was moved by Supervisor Kellstrom and seconded by Supervisor Brunette and unanimously carried to 
approve bills being paid for the month of December by Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource 
Center.  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Mills at 5:16 PM. 
 
 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


