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Florence County Economic Development Committee — Meeting Minutes

helping business grow

Thursday, November 13, 2025 Florence Counly

Call to Order & Roll Call Economic Development

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Fran Modscheidler
Present: Supervisors Sherry Johnson, Fran Modscheidler, Henry Sullivan and Joe Mills
Excused: Supervisor Chad Hedmark

Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda, Supervisor Johnson. Second Supervisor Sullivan. Carried.

Read and approve minutes for May 21, 2025 meeting

Motion to approve the agenda, Supervisor Mills. Second Supervisor Sullivan. Carried.

Updates for Economic Development

Printz proceeded to share the following:

As far as the local business update there are quite a few good things happening. In Florence, Hugo’s is
doing great and they are expanding the building. They may also be buying the laundromat for further
expansion. Merrill’s is doing well. The Vincent Creations had a successful open house, they’re going to
be expanding even more as the orders increase and Natalie brings on other products. Villa's Lakeside
Market has gone to 7 days a week and they brought on more staff. Florence Motor Sales looks very
nice with the new bays but need help with getting employees. JD’s, soon to be Jester’s, is looking
better with the new roof. Jessy shared that they are working on plumbing, electrical and HVAC right
now. The Marina and Barn are looking nice in Spread Eagle. The Marina is storage and the Barn is to be
determined. Printz met with Northern Products new potential buyers and hope to get help with the
Highway Committee for truck travel. Knepper’s is on the verge of being sold. EDC Commission is
working to sell 15 acres in the industrial park. Printz is working with Spudberry Farms to become
recognized as our local Christmas Tree Farm. The Gemstar Microloan is on hold again due to USDA
folks being furloughed. Printz will be working with Tom Wittkoff and Jim lotter at Great North Bank as
they roll out a new lending program.

The Pitstop 139 is coming to Long Lake, Printz is assisting in getting some old light poles to refinish and
use by the new gas tank. Aurora Sanitary District reached out to Printz who is helping with a grant
writer and identifying a funding source. In fern, the glamping site may or may not happen. The new
owners of Keyes Peak Campgrounds are doing some upgrades for the upcoming year.

In the tourism and events update, Printz was brief on this and stated that all of the events in 2025 have
been doing great. Music in the Parks were a great success and are already almost booked for 2026.
Printz and team have started planning for Sustainable Forestry Conference in April. Planning has begun



for Uphill Truck Drags. Christmas in Florence is coming quickly and the chamber is working hard to
make that a great community event. February we will have Chili in the Woods again. Then of course we
will see what Mother Nature gives us for the winter sports.

For an education and other items update, Printz shared a broadband update after meeting with the
team from Sokaogon Chippewa Tribe the day before with Zoning. The final answer for the funding
(which equates to $77M) should be known within the next 2 weeks. They wanted to understand that
we Florence would work with them for the permits needed throughout the project and we agreed with
them. NWTC had a meeting with Printz and Joe Witynski to discuss CDL training at the Aurora campus.
Between online training and local training, they may be able to do most in Aurora and trainees would
only need to go to Green Bay for testing. The framework of the program should be drawn up by the
end of the year. Printz is working on industrial park drawings with Coleman Engineering. Printz is
updating the Business Directory in the Visitor Guides for next years edition.

Social media continues to be time consuming but necessary. Printz continues doing radio advertising
weekly and has been doing more with TV. The article in the September Developers Edition of Insight
Magazine, which goes to all of the developers around the state, was great.

For any other topics or questions on the above, please feel free to reach out to the EDC.

No further business to be discussed, motion to adjourn at 7:10pm, Supervisor Mills. Second Supervisor
Johnson. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted, Eric Printz, Director



