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Shingrix vaccine recommended by Health Department 
 
Florence, WI – Why should you receive the new “Shingrix” vaccine?  The shingles rash looks 
like a cluster of fluid-filled blisters - frequently around the side of the waist.  The word 
“Shingles” comes from the Latin word for belt.  Shingles can occur anywhere on the body, 
but the second most common location is on one side of the forehead or around an eye. In 
2017, the Food and Drug Administration approved a new vaccine for the prevention of 
shingles which is recommended by the CDC for adults 50 and over.  The new vaccine is 
more than 90% effective at preventing shingles and a painful complication called post 
herpetic neuralgia.   Zostavax, the previous vaccine, which has been around since 2006 is 
not as effective.  

The demand for Shingrix has been very high so it may be available in limited quantities.  
You may get your shot at your pharmacy or healthcare provider. Even people who have had 
shingles or previously received the Zostavax vaccine are being recommended to receive 
Shingrix due to its high rate of effectiveness against shingles and the complications caused 
by the disease. The main side effects reported in studies were soreness, redness, and 
swelling where you get the shot.  The side effects of the Shingrix vaccine will reduce the 
pain and severity of having the shingles disease and the complications associated with it 
according to the CDC. 

In 2018, only 27% of the eligible adults in Florence County had documentation of receiving 
the shingles vaccine.  That is below other northern Wisconsin counties at 36% and the state 
average of 32%.  Michigan and Wisconsin immunization registries are currently sharing 
immunization information on a monthly basis to provide updated records to providers.  
The Veterans Administration hospital and clinics are not linked to any state registry. If you 
receive adult immunizations at the VA, please contact your local health department to 
request your record be updated in the state registry in which you live.   
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For more information, contact your physician or go to www.cdc.gov/vaccines or  the 
Florence County Health Department webpage at http://www.florencecountywi.com/ . The 
health department is located on the second floor, 501 Lake Avenue in the Florence County 
Courthouse, open Monday through Friday from 8:30a.m. - 4:00 p.m. closed for lunch from 
12-12:30. Need health insurance?  Visit access.wi.gov   to see if you qualify for benefits.  
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