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World Immunization Week is April 24-30 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the ultimate babyproofing plan is to 

follow the recommended immunization schedule for young children. Vaccines help a baby’s natural 

defense to safely develop immunity to serious diseases.  The diseases can prevent dangerous or 

even deadly diseases in infants and children.  The CDC recommends vaccines that protects children 

from 14 diseases before the age of two.  Vaccinating on time provides the best protection. The 

recommended immunization schedule protects infants and children by providing immunity early in 

life, before they are exposed to potentially life-threatening diseases 

Although immunizations have had a large impact on the health of our children, many parents have 

never seen the consequences vaccine-preventable disease have on children.  On April 24-30, the 

World Helath Organization celebrates World Immunization Week  to encourage the continued 

effort to increase immunation coverage.   The WHO notes a 84% decrease in measles between 2000 

and 2016 worldwise due to measles vaccination.  Polio cases have decreased by 99% since 1988.  

Today, only 3 countries (Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan) still have polio cases, down from more 

than 125 in 1988.    With the mobility of travlers, it is important for protection as the US continues 

to experience outbreaks. 

Concerned about the cost of shots? The Wisconsin and Michigan Vaccines for Children  program 
provides free shots for eligible children. Children who are uninsured, Medicaid-eligible, Native 
American or Alaska native, or have insurance that does not cover the cost of the vaccine can get 
their shots free of cost through the health department and participating providers. See if your child 
is eligible.  
 
 Do you need assistance to find health insurance for your family or child?  Call  1-888-794-5722 or 
access.wi.gov for toll free assistance to Northern Income Maintenance Consortium.  You can apply 
for benefits, report changes, ask questions and/or make an appointment.   
 
 Check your child’s immunization records and make sure they are up-to-date in their shots. For 
copies of your child’s immunization records, talk to your doctor or local health department or  
access online in Wisconsin at www.dhswir.org.  
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The American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), 
American Medical Association (AMA), National Association of School Nurses, the American Public 
Health Association, World Health Organization and the Center for Disease and Control provide 
support of vaccines.  Please contact reputable websites or the Florence County Health Department 

at 715-528-4837 for further information.   
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