~ FLQRENCE COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

= 501 Lake Avenue, Room #249 Courthouse
P.O. Box 107, Florence, WI 54121
PH: 715-528-5940

Department Administrator: Margie Yadro

Land Conservation Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date/Time: March 13, 2014 6:30 PM
Location: Courthouse second floor conference room

1. Roll Call: Vice Chairman Yvonne VanPembrook called the meeting to order. Supervisors in attendance
included: Edwin Kelley, Gary Steber, and Susan Theer; and, Farm Service Agency committee member
Todd Broullire. Excused due to meeting reschedule: Jeanette Bomberg and Edward Wenger. Also in
attendance: LCD Administrator-Florence County Conservationist, Margie Yadro.

2. Approval of Agenda: On a motion by Theer, supported by Kelley, all were in favor to approve the
agenda as posted.

3. Approval of the previous Meeting Minutes: On a motion by Steber, seconded by Theer, motion passed
to approve the February 3, 2014 LCC Meeting Minutes as submitted.

4. Agency Partner Reports/Open Forum: The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District
Conservationist, Michael Stinebrink, sent in a report including an update on the Farm Bill recently signed
as Agricultural Act of 2014. Stinebrink noted that the primary conservation program for working lands,
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), has been extended and is included in the new
farm bill along with program changes and additional conservation incentives. NRCS begins the rule-
making process to allow for implementation of the new and revised programs. Broullire expressed
concerns for possible impacts to small farmers from other changes in the farm bill such as discontinuing
the direct payment system.

5 Administrative Summary: County Conservationist Yadro distributed order forms from the Spring
Conservation Tree Sale sponsored by the Dickinson Conservation District and stated that the delivery
date through Florence is no doubt going to be pushed back due to weather conditions. Grant
reimbursements were finalized with County Financial Manager Osterberg and submitted. All are
completed except the WDNR AIS Grant AEPP-176-09 which Yadro plans to finalize in April. Two
Lumberjack RC&D grant projects are scheduled for construction this year. Yadro will meet with land
managers to establish a timeline for implementation. Cost-share projects are currently being designed
to include one town and county site. Engineering assistance is scheduled for April 14 to evaluate more
water quality improvement opportunities including farm conservation practices. A $45,000 preliminary
allocation has been set by the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) for
2014. The Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC) is planning their Annual Meeting for June 4" at
the Florence Natural Resource Center. Chairman Anna Jahns has taken a new position downstate and
has resigned from the Board. An April 2" Board of Directors meeting is planned at 10 a.m. at the
Dickinson Conservation District office. Yadro also included a draft of possible amendments to the WRISC
Memorandum Of Understanding. As the MOU expires in 2015, revisions are anticipated to be



considered by the Board of Directors at that time. Yadro will work with the County Clerk to have any
new language reviewed by Corporate Counsel.

A. Yadro reported that DATCP correspondence indicated that all cost-share contracts over
$14,000 must be recorded for BOND practices; however, counties may choose to record any and
all contracts. On a motion by Steber, supported by Kelley, Yadro was directed to register all
future cost-share contracts to corresponding property deeds for the duration of their

operation and maintenance agreements. All were in favor.

B. On a motion by Kelley, seconded by Broullire, all were in favor to send the updated Land
Conservation Department Job Descriptions to the Florence County Personnel Committee for
consideration.

C. On a motion by Steber, supported by Theer, the vouchers were approved and recommended
to the Florence County Audit and Budget Committee for payment. All were in favor.

Future Agenda Items or Committee Concerns: VanPembrook and Yadro shared information received
from the WLWCA Conference recently attended.

Next Meeting Date: April 7, 2014.

Call for Adjournment: With all business completed and a motion by Steber, supported by Theer, all
were in favor to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Margie Yadro
County Conservationist



