
 
WILD RIVERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

Time: 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

ATTENDEES 
Patti DeClark Self 
Dwain Drewa KAMO 
Fred Irwin Town of Fern 
Anna Jahns DNR Wildlife Technician – Florence & 

Forest Counties                                                                                   
Chuck McCullough DNR- Area Wildlife Supervisor 
Bob Palomaki Self 
Jeff Pennucci DNR Facility and Lands 
Brian Spencer WDNR – Woodruff Area 
Henry Sullivan DNR - Public Land Forester 
 
All individuals listed are derived from the Sign-in Sheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WILD RIVERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
NAME   REPRESENTING          ATTENDANCE 
Stu Boren Forestry Team Leader, Florence County Present 
Ned Cochrane Trout Unlimited Present 
Karen Gardner Huber Resources Corporation, CF/FIA Present 
 Wild Rivers Property Manager    Absent 
Wendy Gehlhoff    Flor. Co. Economic Development & Tourism Present 
Ed Kelley Flor. County Conservation Congress Delegate Present 
Craig Loberger Florence County Landowner Present 
Larry Lotto Forest County Landowner Absent 
Dave Majewski  Forest County Landowner Present 
Greg Matzke  DNR – Fisheries Biologist Absent 
Mick Mlinar FCLARA Present 
John Roberts River Alliance of Wisconsin Present 
Patrick Smith Flor. Co. Forestry & Parks Administrator Present 
Jake Walcisak  Flor. Co. Forest Adminstrator, Assistant Present 
Rich Wolosyn Florence County Zoning Administor Absent 
Laurence Zibell Sierra Club Present 

 
1. Introductions 

Jeff Pennucci, meeting facilitator, opened the meeting.  
 

2. Informational Mailing List, Review, Update, and Clipboard Sign-in 
Jeff encouraged attendees to sign-in on the sheet provided that is located in the back of the room before they leave. Attendees 
were asked to make sure to put their e-mail address and snail mail address to receive a copy of the minutes once they are 
complete as well as indicating whether they want the minutes from this meeting sent to them. 

 
3. Advisory Committee Membership, Introduction of New Members, Guests, and New Employees 

Those in attendance introduced themselves and stated which organization they were representing.   
 

4. Submission of April 13, 2012 Spring Meeting Minutes and September 14, 2012 Fall Meeting Minutes for Approval 
On motion by Ed Kelley, seconded by Fred Irwin minutes from the Spring 2012 meeting held on April 13 were approved as 
submitted and motion carried.  On motion by Larry Zibell, seconded by Ned Cochrane minutes from the Fall 2012 meeting 
which was held on September 14 were approved as submitted and motion carried.  

 
5. Agenda Repair 

 Dwaine Drewa was added to the agenda for discussion on the public’s use of the confluence on the Pine River.    
 Two land items that will be added to the Real Estate Update.  One related to a 430 acre parcel that some were asking 

about how the department defined acquisition boundaries.  The other topic concerns regarding the parcel of land that 
will be used for a motorized park and recreational area in Forest County. 

 Added to the Other Business not in the Agenda at the time of its release will be a discussion on the 50th Anniversary 
of the Wild Rivers Law that will occur in 2015. 

  
6. Agenda Items Added 

Dwaine Drewa led a discussion to obtain input on improving the accessibility whereby encouraging use of the confluence on 
the Pine River.  Over a period of years, as money was available, the trail has been worked on which has enabled individuals a 
way to get down to it.  Since the partial collapse of the David Franknic home, early this spring and having received an 
insurance settlement, there are funds available to move ahead on developing the land.  Within the next 6 to 8 weeks the 
demolishing of the remaining portion of the home will take place.  Intent is to move ahead on developing the land within the 

-1- 
 

 



 
guidelines of the Wild Rivers.  Contact will be made with the DNR along with other organizations over the next year or so to 
assist in the decision making on a project of this size.  At present the plan would be to build campsites and eventually build a 
complex for lodging in the location of the home site.  Dwaine contacted Rich Wolosyn to address any zoning issues and was 
told there is a 100’ set-back along the river.  The plan is to develop much further back than that.  Whether the DNR or the 
Wild Rivers Advisory Committee would be responsible for addressing the desired improvements he would like to organize a 
committee of individuals that would “brainstorm” this development project that would attract the public and make better use 
of the area for a year-round availability.  Now is the prime time to begin, the insurance money has been received, there is 
access on both sides of the river and many spots that could be used for camping.  The main goal of this project is for 
education and to attract tourism on the rivers.  He encouraged those in attendance to contact him to further discuss the project 
and obtain input from individuals while following the rules and regulations of the Wild Rivers.  If this project is not approved 
for public use, Dwaine stated there will still be a portion developed for private use.  Dwaine’s timeframe for completion of 
the approved public project would be for the anniversary of the Wild Rivers Law in 2015.   
 
Larry Zibell asked how much river frontage would be.  Dwaine would have to look into it but there is 80 acres of land that is 
owned by the Franknic’s that is under consideration for this project.  The Franknic family resides in New York, so Dwaine is 
the one who is responsible for doing the research on this project. 
 
Stu Boren informed the group that a couple of years ago when they met with one of the Franknic sons who was putting 
together a design/plan as part of his schooling but had not seen a final rendition of the plan.  By using that drawing would be 
a good place to start on anything that would go forward from this point.  Allan has since graduated college and is working as 
an architect and would be willing to work with the group/committee to come up with a design plan that is approved by the 
Wild Rivers Committee. 
 
Fred Irwin, Fern Town Chairman, stated that the Town of Fern is willing to improve a turn-around stop so that kayakers and 
canoeists alike could use the Thompson Road which is adjacent to the Pine River.  This would be a nice river trip down to the 
Hwy. 101 bridge.  At the bridge “take-out”, he proposed making a larger turn-around than is currently there that would allow 
safety/rescue equipment parking.  The larger area could also afford the opportunity for placement of a picnic table.  Mid-way 
along that stretch of river there is a campsite.  To be able to continue on down the river beyond the Hwy. 101 bridge to the 
confluence which Dwaine is referring to, this stretch would rival the county’s most popular float along the Oxbow on the 
Pine.  John Roberts stated that it is a very nice, unique portion of river to travel along within the Pine-Popple rivers area that 
does not have a class 10 falls which allows for an individual to just “float” along. 
 
Further comment was made by Jeff to encourage those individuals who would like to know more or would like to participate 
in those things, feel free to contact the specific people. 

 
7. Fall 2012 Advisory Committee Meeting Follow-up/Old Business 
 

a. Update on Wild River Sign Project Grants and Tourism (Wendy Gehlhoff) 
Wendy Gehlhoff distributed the sign which has been proposed for use along the state highways throughout Florence county 
marking access to a Wisconsin Wild River.  This sign is a collaborated effort between Wisconsin Departments of Tourism 
and Transportation.  The auto tour route required a 24” x 24” formatted sign.  Gradient colors could not be used on a 
reflective sign as the previous design had used.  The sign design is one that Wendy said could be used in other Wisconsin 
Wild Rivers areas, if they so choose. 
 
The distributed map highlighted those accesses to points of interest along an auto route draft through Florence county along 
state and county highways.  Wendy said that typically a pamphlet would be available that would depict the route visitors 
would take on the auto tour and it would be available at the Wild Rivers Interpretive Center.  The numbers on the map would 
have a brief description of the corresponding information relative to the site.  This proposed route is a “loop” and it does not 
include LaSalle Falls and some of the other scenic areas in the county.  Understanding that there’s additional signage 
necessary for other properties, these topics will be brought up with the Department of Tourism at the upcoming meeting.  
Wendy stated that she would be in favor of having mention of LaSalle Falls along with others that are not on the Auto Tour 
to be included in the pamphlet.  Directional signs would be placed in those areas that are not directly on the main tour route 
to direct visitors to the property access.  Obviously there is more work yet to be done and this is what has been completed so 
far with regards to the sign project.  Wendy stated that input will be requested when designing the brochure and final sign 
placement.    Individuals offered suggestions to Wendy of property sights that could be included that were not listed on the 
draft she had presented and are easily accessible along the prospective route.   
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Stu Boren commented that the pamphlet will be essential for visitors to have when taking the auto tour to be able to know 
what is being featured at each numbered sight on the map.  Distribution of the brochures should also be made available at 
locations along the tour throughout the county it was pointed out. 
 
Stu asked that by meeting the DOT criteria for signage would funding be available for them.  Wendy said that has not been 
made clear, but her understanding is that there would be monies available.  A grant from Tourism Department could help 
with the publishing of the brochures.  The timeframe of when the auto route, signage, and publications taking place will be 
longer than this spring as Wendy had hoped.  Possibly by this summer is when she feels it could be completed. 
 
Wendy pointed out that on county roads, we are able to place signs without getting DOT approval so including and 
highlighting other points of interest from the county’s perspective could be considered as well.  Even to have a “near-by the 
loop” allows the tourist to venture from the main auto route and experience other interesting locations within the county/Wild 
Rivers’ properties.  
 
Wendy also informed the committee that a contingency of four individuals attended “Canoecopia” in Madison.  They were 
Pat Smith, Lori Moore, Laurie Boren and Wendy Gehlhoff.  Attendance for this year’s show was better than last year, 
particularly on Saturday.  This is the third year of having a booth at “Canoecopia”.  The first year she estimated that 90% of 
the people who stopped at the booth did not know where Florence County was located, let alone what kind of assets we have 
within the county.  This year Wendy thought it was about 50% of the people who knew had heard of Florence County.  More 
and more folks are finding their way to the county and making use of the rivers.    

 
b. Update on DNR Vacancies (Chuck McCullough/Jeff Pennucci) 
Chuck McCullough informed the committee that the Property Manager for the Pine/Popple stationed in Florence is moving 
forward statewide for Biologist vacancies.  There have been 16 positions that were advertised for laterals.  There has been no 
interest in the position at Florence.  That being said, it will then be a new hire position with the testing for new biologists 
having taken place last month.  He went on to say that there were 400 individuals who took the test and the state will be 
ultimately filling those 16 vacancies throughout the state.  There will two sets of interviews, so possibly by mid-August we 
will a new biologist here at Florence.  Chuck feels that by the fall meeting of the Advisory Committee he should be in place. 
 
Jeff Pennucci said that Real Estate is also filling the position that covers Florence County as well.  They are working through 
the interview process now and Jeff is anticipating that by the fall meeting there should be a Realty Specialist in place as well 
that would handle Florence County issues. 
     
c. Update on Summer 2013 Project Work Plans, Goals, and Accomplishments (Anna Jahns) 
Anna distributed a Work Plan Draft which lists the standard, general maintenance that will be completed during the 
summer/fall of 2013.  The last two items have been placed on the work plan over the last couple of years and for various 
reasons have not been completed.  They are once again scheduled in this summer’s plan.  These are improvements on assets 
that currently exist. 
 
The items listed below the work plan listing are a broad set of goals that are for the properties and your input. 
 
Ed Kelley inquired into the LaSalle Falls improvement evaluation and repairs.  Anna mentioned there were improvements 
made in the fall of 2012 in conjunction with Florence county.  Those improvements will be checked on to make sure they are 
working and make the necessary changes if they are not.  The “as needed” will be determined once the trail is checked on for 
any damage that may have occurred during the winter.   
 
Dave Majewski had inquired to whether the county had completed their portion of the LaSalle Falls trail.  Jake Walcisak had 
informed the group that the county had indeed finished the project and had displayed the trail improvements at the fall 
meeting in a Power-point presentation.  Jake will make that presentation available to those who would want to have it e-
mailed to them. 
 
d. Jennings Falls Public Access/Portage Trail 
Jeff Pennucci updated the group on the progress with the Jennings Falls Public Access/Portage Trail.  The DNR had to work 
through the property with the landowner adjacent to the state property that is under an easement right now.  Basically it is to 
secure the ability to plow up a trail on that easement property.  He informed the group that language mutually agreeable to 
both parties has been reached but has not yet enacted it because he wanted to update the committee before we move forward. 
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Once the DNR and FIA sign the agreement letter it will bring Jennings Falls Trail potential into our properties so we will 
have the ability to develop, maintain and sign it.  It is his desire to proceed if there are no objections from the committee with 
work being done this summer on the trail itself.  Just like the other trails within the Wild Rivers’ properties, care must be 
taken in the placement of the trail to that there are no long term concerns such as erosion or other disturbance issues.  We 
want to complete the project relatively quickly while taking care to develop it appropriately.  Jeff has been in contact with the 
DNR Parks Program and he is having a trail expert from that program coming to take a look at the site.   
 
Larry Zibell mentioned that he would like to see a sign posted with the names of those entities that worked on the trail.  Jeff 
would have to check on that to be able to answer this.  Each easement has different variations and he would like to check the 
easement to make sure that this type of signage is allowed on the trail.   
 
Stu Boren went on to say, in terms of the funding concerning allocation in the past we’ve used Forestry and Parks as the pass 
through especially if there is an urgency to designate the funds.  Jeff also stated that an account will be set up to record 
funding received.   
 
In response to Dave Majewski, Jeff said that we do have the easement is secure already but it was just that it did not allow for 
construction of a new trail without the consent of the owner.  This is what has been negotiated over the last year or so, to 
obtain in writing permission to construct a trail to Jennings Falls.  There is a letter in draft form from the underlying 
landowner stating they are okay with that.  Once all parties sign and record the document, it becomes official and work can 
begin.  The foot path would be constructed and maintained per the current easement and anything else would need to be 
defined and agreed to by all parties.  The trail will be in keeping with the Pine-Popple Wild River project, Type 1 recreational 
setting which is primitive path with no motorized vehicle.  
 
Karen Gardner said the road is pit run gravel and is drivable.  Fred Irwin stated that the Town of Fern would be in support of 
helping with the project as well this summer.  The “green section” is a drivable road open to the public which would 
terminate at a small parking area.   Part of the initiative would be to construct a trail beginning at the “yellow line” continuing 
to the “orange and red” on the plan.  Jeff said that with the funding from Larry’s group along with the volunteer work is what 
he’s expecting to do this summer.  The road portion the department will have to seek funds for that.  The conservation 
infrastructure is continuing for the next two years depending on approval of the state budget.  Jeff would then apply to the 
conservation infrastructure to obtaining funds for road improvement and parking lot development.  The roadway may not be 
improved until the necessary funding is received in which case it may not be open to motor vehicles until it’s ready to bear at 
which time we’ll have to work it out with the landowner.  Jeff said he’ll put in for the funding so as soon as that is received.  
The total length is .78 miles approximately which is the same distance as LaSalle Falls.  The trail and the walkway would be 
available and the motor vehicle use would not be encouraged until the roadway is cleared for vehicle traffic. 
 
Stu Boren added that the yellow segment is an existing skid trail, the orange segment is through the hardwoods.  After 
reviewing the area once again, there would not need to be for any trees to come out on that route.  The red segment on state 
land is in large part 20 year old aspen regeneration or some open areas as one goes south and east where Fontaine Creek 
comes in has a conifer component but it is all upland, well drained soils all the way down which follows the contour.  The 
Forestry and Parks along with the state have used a particular type of skid steer which could probably have the trail ground 
and the nice thing about this machinery is that it doesn’t disturb the soil except at the surface level which then gets all the 
“woody” debris converted into mulch right on site for a nice walking trail surface.  In Stu’s opinion it would be one of the 
options available to get a nice trail without much work.  The trail ends at right where Fontaine Creek comes in because 
anything upstream from there is either gradient or swamp and is not an appropriate place for a trail.  Where it does meet the 
river there is a compliment of some nice bigger flat stones for use to step down and are at the head of the run which lends it 
to the location well. 
 
Jeff stated that it’s a great recommendation and one which will be looked at as long as the terrain allows it.  By mid-May, is 
when the trail coordinator will be coming this way for other inspections to do for the Nicolet and would be willing to come 
out for a half day to walk it and make sure.     

 
e. LaSalle Falls Public Access/Portage Trail 

 How is the DNR and Florence County Forestry & Parks work holding up? 
Jake Walcisak let the committee know that even with the fall rains the trail has held up really well.  There was a spot on 
the first hill as you leave the parking lot that had a bit of a wash-out.  They then went and laid filter fabric and wrapped 
the corner.  Since that was done, there have been rain showers and it has held up great.  An inspection will be done later 
this spring to make sure the trail is in good condition.   
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Jeff pointed out that the “Walk with Walker” event that took place in the fall went well.  The tree fall colors were at peak 
on the day the walk was rescheduled. 
 
On the DNR side of the trail, Anna Jahns reported their portion of the trail was completed in late September.  The trail 
held up for what there was left of the fall and time will tell with the snow melt this spring.  She went on to say that there 
may be a couple of spots that will need to be checked on this spring but is not anticipating any major problems. 
 
Dave Majewski inquired as to what work was done by the state and Anna went on to say that there was erosion control 
work and placement of rustic steps on the steeper inclines of the trail.  Also, at the spot where everyone walks down to 
get a better look at the falls, gradual terraces were placed to firm up the footing.  Trees used were cut on site, which were 
outside the 150’ area but inside the 400’ to put those materials in.  Her concern is primarily the soil holding up rather 
than the trail construction.         
 
 Moving the Downstream Portage at LaSalle Falls 
This was a topic brought up at the previous advisory committee meeting while going over the DNR and county work on 
the portage area trail.  It was mentioned at that time that the downstream portage trail was not the best and inquiries were 
made to its possible relocation by moving it down to get a better trail.  This goes along with what Henry Sullivan, 
expressed about the portage earlier.  The location of the put-back is a very precarious in his opinion.   
 
Henry stated in the half-dozen times he’s had to use the portage in the last 2 years and he had not scouted out a better 
route but downstream the bank is not as steep and you wouldn’t have to go through the fissure.  He feels it’s worth a look 
at because as it is now, it is not real easy to do that.  If an individual wanted to “run the rapids” below the falls, the take-
out upstream is a non-issue, once you go past the scenic vista then the put-in would be right there in low water.  In high 
water it would be past the “eddy”.  It is a difficult trek to get down to the river.    
 
John Roberts also stated that it is a dangerous and intense end to the portage.  The further down river one goes you then 
get into “muck”.  In his opinion you couldn’t go much further downstream.   He doesn’t feel that it would lengthen the 
current portage by much.  It would be considerably safer and more inviting.   
 
Larry Zibbell stated that the portage trail has been used for decades.  When going down river he and John had used the 
“take-out” above the falls, put their canoes down past the “eddy” if it’s really high water, and then went down to the 
WEnergies parking lot.  He has also gone along the portage trail many times as well and he considers it a nice Wild 
Rivers’ portage but in high water there is no “eddy” there it’s not a nice place to put your boat in especially if you’re 
carrying equipment or have kids with it is more difficult.  Upstream is not an issue, but traveling downstream you’d have 
to go more south to the bay area so you’d have to stop short of the “muck” or you’d have to go quite a ways.  He feels 
that the portage is a quite healthy one at that.  If you go further down stream the length of the portage trail would be 
extended quite a distance.  Even using the steeper, north side put-in, it is only 15’ from the foot of the falls which 
presents difficulty especially in high water and would not recommend for anybody.  The south side has worked well for 
him and when canoeing with a group the boat can be lowered down.  It may not be the ideal, but he feels it is a wild river 
after all.  If the trail is rerouted, necessary signage would be need posted. 
 
Chuck McCullough brought up the fact that from a users perspective there really isn’t any other option available for the 
portage.  
 
Jake Walcisak stated that last fall he GPS’d the portage trail after completing the walk-in trail work he said that down 
stream there is the little bay which is “mucky” and feels that there is a small spot on the bay that we could get in where it 
is not as “mucky”.  From the existing portage trail down to the bay the topography has a small valley which could be 
looked as the alternative portage.  It is being used as a fisherman’s trail currently.  
 
Stu Boren said that there was a bit of work done on that cragy portion of the south side portage trail in the 1980s.  He and 
Dwaine worked on taking the edges off the stones for safety sake.   
 
Jeff Pennucci had asked if John would be willing to take a look at that area to see if there would be something that would 
work.  With Nick Neuens help, they will work to modify the trail into something the users want that would be a safer 
alternative than is there right now and not a negative impact on the waterway.  Jeff instructed the two to look into this 
issue through the summer and report back their findings this fall.    
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f. Master Planning Update – (McCullough, Pennucci) 
This is a Facility and Lands project, Jeff stated.  The Facility and Lands have a program management team meeting to discuss 
the top priorities for the entire programs statewide as far as what they’d like to see for Master Plans in the next couple of 
years.  Pine-Popple Wild Rivers is limited by planning staff who are still working on other projects.  The two current plans 
are the lower Wisconsin State Riverway and the Pine Popple Wild Rivers.  As it stands our plan follows the other on the 
priority list unfortunately.  The management team did say they will be sending us some mapping and photography assistance 
to use the data we already have to start developing our preliminary baseline map set-up.  That is the very first thing that they 
do so by getting some of these things usable so that once the master plan comes on-line we would be able to move ahead in 
that step rather rapidly because we are already half-way done.   
 
As far as when our plan would be considered it is too hard to tell with Master Plans because they “creep” along unfortunately 
Jeff informed the group.   
 
A question was asked to explain how the process establishing of our Master Plan would effect the FERC on the Pine River 
Dam set for 2021.  Jeff stated that as that time draws near it will be something that will need to be discussed in regards to the 
department’s interest in the future and how it will impact the overall plan.   The public input process will take place on both 
the master plan and the FERC Licensing for the Pine River Dam.  The department is more in control of the master plan and 
not so much on the dam.  The Advisory Committee will play a vital key role in providing input and advice as to what the 
committee would like to see in the plan as we go forward.  In addressing Ed Kelley, Jeff said that the Wild Rivers legislation 
said that all of the Pine, Popple and Pike Rivers in Florence and Forest counties are part of the “Wild River” designation by 
the state.  This master plan will deal specifically with the Pine and the Popple Wild Rivers as well as the Spread Eagle 
Barrens Natural Area.  The Pike River will have a separate master plan.   
 
Henry inquired whether the state owned area around Savage and Robago lakes would be included in the master plan even 
though they are outside the traditional boundary of the Wild River project.  Jeff replied that when the state acquired that 
property, the boundary was expanded to include those lakes and already part of the master plan.    
 
Chuck McCullough said that the legislative scenic river designation which has a fairly narrow boundary to it.  But the Wild 
River area has been expanded to include the 5,000 acres of land it has purchased in 2006 and is part of the area.  It’s not just 
the corridor in the legislative designation.  Planning for the properties of the Pine Popple Wild River Area does not include 
the federal, county or private lands within the designation, we’re only planning state properties that are under that property 
name.  The Spread Eagle Barrens is another one as well.  The legislative designation hasn’t changed since it was originally 
created.  The boundary of our property had only changed in 2006 when that was purchased.  There is a property boundary 
that identifies where we want to go and is a public document that has not been adjusted to include those feeders to this point.   
He went on to say that if that we wanted to change that, during the master plan process would be the time to do just that.  
Chuck also stated that he was unaware of there being an interest to do that. 
 
Jeff went on to say that if there was to be a boundary expansion plan for a project, the public would have a large movement 
toward this.  Input from the public is taken into consideration before going forward because it would be added expense and 
additions to the state so it is looked at very seriously and would have to be a good reason to expand.   
 
The group was asked by Chuck for other concerns that it may have with regards to the master plan affecting entities outside 
the state properties and gave the individuals an opportunity to have them put to rest.   
 
It was stated that the original Master Plan was compiled by state, federal, and county participants.  When the state wrote the 
plan some of those items agreed to were not included in the document.  His concern is that the master plan will not affect 
something that isn’t on there.  When it was first written up, state owned property was not the only thing affected.  Chuck said 
that two things were taking place during that time, one is the legislation that affected the corridor and then the land purchased 
by state is the Pine Popple Wild River area.  The master plan is not for the corridor, it is only for the property that we own 
and the boundary.  The master plan does not affect county/private land.  The guiding principles are in place through the 
legislation.  The only scope that we have is the DNR owned land within those boundaries.  It will not affect the corridor 
concept that is under the Wild Rivers Act.   
 
Chuck explained that it is the Wild Rivers Advisory Committee advises the state on the property.  It affects the forest service 
only in the fact that there is a memorandum of agreement with the department to maintain their properties similarly so that 
we aren’t doing things “out of wack”.   State laws are superseded by federal ownership.  The state when it enacted the Wild 
River legislation stated it wanted the federal government to recognize this is a wild river and agree that they will manage their 
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properties similarly because it is important to the state of Wisconsin.  A management agreement of their properties was made 
with the state environmental and the forest service that would coincide with the states legislative laws on the wild rivers.  The 
advisory committee carries clout over an individual landowner saying that they disagree with what is being done. 
 
Chuck reinterated that the advisory committee exists to advise the department on the state property.  It does not exist to 
advise the county on the management of their property.  The county and forest service take part in the committee and take a 
lot of direction from what the group says. 
 
Once the master planning starts, the committee will be meeting more often if it needs to.  There maybe a lot of discussion one 
time and work to be done, then meet again to review what was done on the master plan to determine the next set of goals.  It 
would depend on the schedule of the master plan too.  A master plan sub-committee of this advisory committee could be 
formed to keep everyone abreast of the situation once it begins and is something that could be considered when the time 
comes.  There is a first meeting with the public where there is a baseline and they are asked to tell us what they want to see in 
the property.  The comments would be taken into a blend and consideration to whether the resource can bear it, is there a 
possibility to handle these things, whether it is detrimental to other uses on the property, what is the primary goal of the 
property relative to other things in it.  The department then formulates “Preferred Alternatives and Other Alternatives” and 
then we come back for further public comment.  It is at this time that the department states what they’ve determined as a 
direction to go and asks whether it is what the public actually wants.  They continue to meet as a master plan for the property 
is how the public and governmental agencies want it. 
 
Jeff told the group that there is nothing in the legislation that makes this committee.  It is the master plan that makes the 
advisory committee.  This committee only applies to the Pine and Popple rivers and is written into the master plan.  There are 
two sections in the administrative code in the legislation that states the DNR will consult and coordinate with local units of 
government. 
 
Larry Zibell concluded the discussion by stating the property is better as a result of this committee to which everyone agreed.  
Jeff stated his appreciation of the knowledge shared from this group with him.    
 
g. Letter to USFS Requesting Participation in the Committee – Jake Walcisak 
To highlight the importance of having all partners involved, Jake drafted a letter to the forest service which was sent to Harv 
Skjerven, District Ranger for the this area asking them to be a part of this meeting and having them here.   Evan Lord, who is 
a Recreational Specialist and currently working in the Eagle River-Florence district will be at the next meeting representing 
the forest service and a regular participant at this meeting and help out with any forest service questions and management 
involvement in the implementation of their forest plan.   

 
h. Letter to Madison from the Committee Requesting Annual Road Maintenance Allotment – Jake Walcisak 
Jake Walcisak on recommendation by the committee from last meeting he and Stu drafted a letter to Paul Delong, Chief State 
Forester, in Madison.  The letter is requesting taking a certain dollar amount or percentage of timber sale revenue annually 
that stays specifically within in the property for infrastructure in building new roads and maintaining/rehabing existing roads.  
It also highlights some of the timber sale revenue generated on the land since 1987 with a small amount of the $60,000 per 
year annually going back into the roads.  
 

8. Sub Committee Reports and Other Updates 
 

a. Forest Management Update (Stu Boren) 
Henry Sullivan, Public Lands Forester, distributed three maps to the group.  The first is an overview of what we are up to in 
the county.  The are 280 acres of hardwood up by Robago-Savage lakes.  In summer and winter we hope to set-up and 
advertise 580 acres in two blocks located at the south branch of the Popple River and one up by Savage lake.  There are 967 
acres that are under contract and sold.  The red highlighted area on the map shows the burn target goal for the Spread Eagle 
Barrens which is close to the river but outside the property boundary.   
 
There is a timber sale proposal map that was sent to a private landowner which was shared and outlines our plan for a timber 
sale on south branch of the Popple River.  It was put together to let the landowner know because we will need to cross his 
property to get to the sale.  This is where we how to begin this spring and summer with advertising taking place this fall.   
 
The third map shows a timber sale set up a couple years ago on the west side of the LaSalle Falls hiking trail.  Henry wanted 
to report to the committee that the contractors have completed about 41 acres along the trail and have had very little public 
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comments about the trail.  Jake commented that he had traveled the trail twice during the winter and once with a group of 
people who are pretty particular about unnatural disturbances.  They thought the area looked good and were fine with it.   
 
Stu stated that the contractor who did the cutting did an above average job with their attention to detail in terms of residual 
and slash.  There are corridors looking back into the sale that have a visual appeal because you can look through things.  
There is a good repairing management zone along LaSalle creek.  We look forward to see what comments will be made as 
more people use the trail this summer.  Nothing would have been possible though without the work of the county this winter 
to open up the roads to the trailhead for those who cross country ski.  The use of the trails during the winter months is an 
uncapped recreational opportunity and is much appreciated.   
   
b. Fisheries Update (Greg Matzke) 
In Greg’s absence Stu distributed his report to the committee which shows their work plan for stocking on 2013 for a general 
information item.   
 
Dave Majewski asked what was going to be done at the Woods Creek Ranch which Stu discussed could be a stand alone 
project.  Jeff stated there were still some junk piles along with an overhead electrical line still on site and there is still some 
leftover clean-up to do but as parking or moving the gate farther in he did not know what the plan is.  Fisheries is going to 
decide to do in terms of day use and access has yet to be determined.  Stu advised the committee that they be involved with 
determining how that property will be developed and used.  There is a deeded easement for the Fern Hunt Club to go through 
that gate.  They would have the right to chain the gate on the very east end of the “Woods Creek 80”.  So where the public 
goes, what goes on there and how close they get is all part of an informal decision making process rather than a master 
planning process with the town office.   
 
Jeff Pennucci pointed out that Dave could contact Greg Matzke on this particular issue but it does not fall under the capacity 
of the Wild Rivers Advisory committee decision process.  Please direct any further questions to Greg. 
  
c. River Access Committee Report 

 Little Bull Falls Signage Update (Anna Jahns) 
In the fall of 2012, Anna along with John Roberts put in the last of the portage signs.  There wasn’t much of a need to 
manipulate vegetation to place the signs because there was a trail that John had worked with Hans Meyer.  The signs 
placed were for put in, take out as well as a low/high water.  John expressed his appreciation for the signage to keep the 
people informed who use the river.  
 

d. Plant and Animal Committee Report (Anna Jahns) 
Anna informed the group of the progress being made through out the property with regards to invasive plant 
management.  The last phase of the monitoring is done as of last year, so any funding that is received will go into 
control of those invasive plants.  It will based on the monitoring that was done that shows where the concentration is 
done as well as potential vectors for new introductions such as roads and parking lots that will be constantly monitored. 
Seeds and soil can be transferred more readily with the tourists who use the areas and timber sales.  Verbal confirmation 
has been received about funding in this year’s budget.  Without written confirmation of funding Anna will not go 
forward with contacting a contractor to help with invasive removal and the type of work that will be approved.  There are 
four species that she will concentrate her efforts on with regards to the Pine Popple Wild Rivers.  The priorities are 
essentially timber sales that have been cut recently or those sales that are scheduled for cut in the next couple of years. 
Over the last couple of seasons, we’ve been monitoring the area northwest of the Savage Lake timber sale which was cut 
during the growing season and has a greater potential for transfer.  To date there has not been a problem but Anna will 
continue to monitor so it does not become a problem.  If you have any questions on specific locations or invasive species 
being controlled or monitored, contact Anna.  Because of the monitoring done over the last few years we can go right 
into the controlling portion of eliminating invasives. 
 
There is no further update on the turtles at this point of the meeting because of the earlier discussion.  What Anna did say the 
turtles will be released in an undisclosed area along the Pine Popple this year.   

 
Bat surveys are continuing to be done.  She could use volunteers for the monitoring program.  The “white nose syndrome” 
has been found in Illinois and Iowa.  We will continue to monitor our local population but have not found any cases here.  
We have a healthy bat population.   
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e. Real Estate Update (Jeff Pennucci) 
There has been no acquisition as of late on the Pine and Popple with nothing anticipated at this time.  There was a small 
access parcel that was recently sold that the new landowner was not interested in selling to us.   
 
There was a discussion with a landowner by John Roberts about 430 acres of property for sale close to Highway 139 that has 
some frontage on Popple river that is in the Town of Fence inside the National Forest block under a trust ownership for 
conservation purposes.  The DNR was approached on it but declined because it is on the wild side of our acquisition 
boundary.  The discussion then went onto how the boundary was determined and why would the DNR not be interested.  Jeff 
went onto to reinterate his previous statements with regards to the Wild Rivers legislation affecting the Pine and the Popple 
rivers and acquisitions made along them.  The first question asked when proposing acquiring a parcel with limited funding it 
is whether it is within our boundary corridor.  Dave Majewski suggested that the Nature Conservancy be contacted if they 
have not done so already.   
 
That being said, there is a Stewardship Grant program that is available with a 50 percent match but that would be looking to 
non-profit organizations before government to receive those funds.   Jeff will e-mail John Roberts individuals to contact that 
might be interested in getting involved in this acquisition.   
 
f. Off Road Vehicle Area – (Ned Cochrane) 
Ned informed the committee of an article from the Iron Mountain Daily News that there is a group that proposes to take 
10,000 acres in Forest county to turn into an area for motorcycles and off road vehicles.  At this point in time, it seems to be 
more of a hopeful endeavor than a “for sure” thing according to the article.   
 
If there is an impact to the wild river, Jeff said then we would want to look at it with the Forest Service.  Jeff will keep a copy 
of the article and do some investigating into the statements made to see whether it is something that this committee wants to 
be involved with or will affect the Wild Rivers properties. 
 
Stu stated that in other areas of the county, they embrace off road vehicle usage as the one Ned was talking about but he did 
not know of anything in the Midwest.   

 
9. New Business 
 

a. Road Access Management Discussion 
 2012 Road Work Project Update (Anna Jahns) 
It is the same as the line item below which is general maintenance of our roads.  Anna did say that 12 signs will be 
purchased which will have the Pine Popple Wild Rivers title on them that will identify the property along with featured 
uses at the particular property.    
 Conservation Infrastructure Project Status (Jeff Pennucci) 
Jeff informed the committee that there is still some money left and he stated that we are looking at doing some road 
improvement work on some of the roads on the DNR property and parking areas.  Specifically on the road north of Bull 
Falls and some roads south of Bull Falls and around the Goodman Lakes (Savage-Robago lakes) area as well we will be 
re-graveling and re-grading them.  It sounds like Conservation Infrastructure will continue so hopefully future projects 
will be available that we can work for, such as Jennings trail.  It is hoped that the process to obtain funding through the 
infrastructure would ease regulations to how we can operate in the bid process.  These funds will be used during the 2013 
construction season.  They push that we identify these projects to get them done during the allotted time.  The idea of the 
infrastructure monies serves as a stimulus for the local economy as it puts local businesses to work.   
 Shared Easement Roads, Conditions, and Needs (Stu Boren) 
From item 6H and the letter that was distributed it summarizes this.  Andy Sing is the DNR person that works in the 
division of Forestry who oversees the conservation easement process throughout the state.  As the letter states the Wild 
Rivers Advisory Committee has been very supportive and understand the importance of having a corporative 
infrastructure plan with FIA in the interest of good sustainable forestry but also recreational access.   
 
From the FIA perspective, Karen stated that in their budget they can do road work that affects our timber sales so for 
some of the access to the title land, they don’t have in the budget to upgrade the title land other than maintenance.  There 
is one timber sale planned for the stretch of land from Patton Lake road up to the river that will extend it a little further 
than what will affect the timber sale and should help that road a little bit although it does need more work done on it.  At 
the meeting held a couple of weeks ago between Stu, Pat, Jeff, Karen, Brian and Andy per phone, it was discussed the 
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possibility of having Amy and someone from Madison come to look at what the actual needs are and progress from 
there. 
 
There is no where in Wisconsin where they are currently addressing conservation easements and maintenance needs for 
public access.  It is being hoped that what is being worked on here will be a template or guideline for language and 
budgeting that could be applied to existing easements in the future.   
 

10. Other Business (Items not Included in the Agenda at the time it was Released) 
 50th Anniversary of the Wild Rivers Law 2015 – (Jeff Pennucci) 
Jeff informed the committee that in 1965 the Wild Rivers legislation was enacted so if the committee would want to hold 
and event, we should start to think about how that will happen and put it on your calendars.  Any ideas or concepts can 
be discussed at the next committee meeting.  It’s a big deal and should be acknowledged.  It was determined that 
discussion of this topic will be added to the fall agenda. 
 20th Year of River Alliance Outing – (John Roberts) 
John told the group that a weekend outing will be held on May 11 and 12.  This will be a statewide invitation for people 
to come to canoe on the Pine-Popple.   
 

11. Set Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting of The Pine-Popple Wild Rivers Advisory Committee will be held on Friday, September 13, 2013 in the 
lower level large conference room located in the Florence Natural Resource Center. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rose M. Panek 
Wild Rivers Interpretive Center 
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