
Florence County Library Board 
Special Meeting, July 29, 2013 

 
 A special meeting of the Florence County Library Board in conjunction with the 
School District of Florence County Building and Grounds was called to order by Vice-
Chairwoman Holly Wahlstrom-Stratton.   
 Library Board members present were:  Holly, Ed Kelley, Debbie DeMuri, Nancy 
Miller, Kay Krall and librarian, Stephanie Weber.  Ben Niehaus and Tom Jonet were 
excused.  Members representing the school were:  Jim Churchill, Board President; Ron 
Yadro and Bill Witynski, Building and Grounds.  Other guests included: Mark 
Merrifield, Nicolet Federated Library; Dan Shannahan, State Building Inspector; Jeanette 
Bomberg, County Board Chairwoman; Jeff Rickaby, County Sheriff; Annette Seibold, 
County Nurse.  
 Verification notices of the meeting were posted at 3 places by our librarian.  On 
motion by Ed, seconded by Debbie to approve the agenda as written.  Motion carried. 
 
 
A walk-around of the library facilities was conducted by attendees to look at security 
options for the school during open hours of the public library.  Mr. Shannahan, building 
inspector, observed needs of the building and listened to concerns of both the school and 
library members as the group toured the building from vestibule entrance, to doors 
entering the school hallway, and out to the green house. 
 
On convening together for discussion, the following recommendations were given: 
 
 Another exit was needed going directly to the outside.  This would be best 

accomplished by removing the green house and changing the door presently 
entering the green house to be ADA approved of at least a 36” door.  Board 
members felt a 40” door would be preferable. 

 Necessary to have lit EXIT signs be in place over the doorways. 
 Additional emergency lighting should be placed in the library.  At present, there is 

emergency lighting only over the main entrance into the library.  
 The School Board would review what could be done with the doorway into the 

school to provide for security into the building when students are present. 
 Doors entering the school hall will be marked “not an exit.” 

 
From our previous building security meeting, the school board had placed a panic button 
at the circulation desk going directly to the office should there be a need for help during 
school days.  A camera has been placed in the vestibule pointing at the former NWTC 
and cafeteria doors.  Patrons entering the vestibule from the County Library entrance 
cannot be seen but students, staff can be seen in the other areas of the vestibule. 
 
The group supported the suggestions given.  Mr. Shannahan said that Bill could submit 
these building changes to him for approval.   Board President Churchill said, “This goes a 
long way with the school’s concerns.”  Sheriff Rickaby said, “This is a good solution to 
security.” 



 
The question of who would pay for the necessary repairs was brought up by Ron Yadro.  
Mark Merrifield indicated that the Federal Community Development Block Grants are 
available to help with emergency exits, lights, landscaping, etc.  Mark would get 
information to Stephanie.  Jeannette would forward this to Wendy Gehlhoff, Economic 
Development.  On motion by Ed, seconded by Kay to approve the submission of the 
Community Development Grant.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further discussion, on motion by Ed, seconded by Nancy to adjourn the 
meeting to Thursday, August 8 at 4:00 PM in the library meeting room.  Motion carried.  
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