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FLORENCE COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
3:30 PM - WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2015 

LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - LOWER LEVEL 
FLORENCE NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER 

FLORENCE, WI  54121 
PRESENT: 

 
 SUPERVISOR / CHAIRMAN        ED KELLEY 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      ED WENGER 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      JOHN HALADA 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      LARRY NEUENS 
 SUPERVISOR / COMMITTEE MEMBER      LARRY DZEKUTE 
 USFS DISTRICT RANGER        HARV SKJERVEN  
 DNR – COUNTY FOREST LIAISON/STATE LAND FORESTER    HENRY SULLIVAN 
 FORESTRY & PARKS ADMINISTRATOR      PATRICK SMITH 
 FORESTRY & PARKS BUSINESS MANAGER      MARY PODNAR 
  
Absent or excused: None  

MINUTES 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Ed Kelley, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM.   
 
2. APPROVAL / AGENDA  
It was moved by Supervisor Dzekute seconded by Supervisor Halada, and unanimously carried to approve the agenda 
as posted.   
 
3. APPROVAL / MINUTES 
It was moved by Supervisor Wenger, seconded by Supervisor Dzekute, and unanimously carried to approve the 
Forestry & Parks minutes of June 10, 2015. 
 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Representatives from the Spread Eagle Lake Association were present at the meeting to discuss issues they had with 
the North Lake boat launch.  They believed that there should be better communication with the public on the new 
boat launch fee ordinance.  They suggested possibly posting a sign of the actual ordinance itself at the landing and 
some type of sign saying the fee was mandatory.   
 
Discussion was also had about the use of the fees being charged.  The ordinance states that the fees are to be used 
for capital improvements at the boat launches. 
 
5. AGENCY REPORTS 

A. HARV SKJERVEN - USFS DISTRICT RANGER 

USFS District Ranger Harv Skjerven plans on introducing all three new employees at next month’s meeting.   
 
Donald Vassar will be retiring at the end of the month and they plan on filling his position. 
 
A meeting to discuss details of the stewardship will be held next week.  Skjerven would like to discuss how the 
County should bill for the proposed maintenance of the hunter walking trails and how to budget overhead rates. 
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Paul Strong has approved moving ahead with the Good Neighbor Authority project with the State. 
    
Campgrounds seem to be busy and things are going well. 
 
  B. HUBER RESOURCES  

Tony Derleth from Huber Resources was not in attendance.       
 
  C. DNR-HENRY SULLIVAN 

DNR-County Forest Liaison/State Land Forester Henry Sullivan reported that the Forestry Technician position is 
currently open for laterals for two weeks.  If no one applies – the position will be then be advertised.     
 
There is one active sale going on in Fence.  Another sale is almost complete.  Sullivan believes the end of August will 
be busy.  
 
Between Florence and Forest Counties – the State has two open vacancies.  Because their team is shorthanded, they 
decided to put together a contract for marking hardwood in the Savage and Robago Lake areas.   
 
6. COUNTY FOREST 
  A. TIMBER SALE UPDATE 
Administrator Smith said the County currently is busy with eight active timber sales.  More will be starting soon.   
 
  B. OCCASIONAL LABORER POSITION DESCRIPTION 
Smith passed around the Occasional Laborer job description.  It was moved by Supervisor Wenger, seconded by 
Supervisor Halada, and unanimously carried to approve the Occasional Laborer job description.   
 
  C. ADJACENT LAND OWNER DISPUTE 
Smith passed around a map detailing Florence County’s remonumentation survey.  He explained that the County has 
had many issues with corners in this area so they hired Applekamp Land Surveying to have it professionally surveyed.  
 
After the survey – the County set up a timber sale.  An adjacent landowner is now questioning the survey line results 
and had his attorney send a letter to Smith asking for a copy of the final survey and requested that all timber sale 
activity to stop.  Smith told him that he was not going to stop cutting on County land as Smith was following the 
guidelines from the Timber Sale Handbook.  The landowner has since contacted Smith asking to have a meeting with 
him to discuss this issue.  
 
Other issues with the adjacent landowner includes there being a permanent deer stand and gate on County property 
in which Smith told him must be removed.     
 
  D. VEHICLE REPLACEMENTS 
Smith put together a Capital Improvement Plan for vehicles and passed it around for the committee members to 
review and discuss.  It was moved by Supervisor Wenger, seconded by Supervisor Dzekute, and unanimously carried 
to approve Forestry & Parks Vehicle Capital Improvement Plan. 
  
7. RECREATION 
  A. US2 RAILROAD BRIDGE 
Smith reported to the committee that the State of Wisconsin sent a letter to the State of Michigan stating that it is 
supportive of Florence County being a partner in the US2 railroad bridge.  However, they do not want to be involved 
in partnering with the bridge ownership.  The State wants legislature to make this trail a state trail before they will 
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get involved.  Currently the snowmobile club owns this bridge and will not allow ATV’s to cross it due to insurance 
reasons.  The Michigan DNR is willing to take over ownership if Florence County will partner taking care of it.  This 
would require the County to ask for grant money to help maintain it as funds are available.  Smith would like to see 
the Michigan and Wisconsin legislatures to work together on making this a state trail.  Smith will continue to keep 
the committee updated.   
 
  B. PARKS 
Smith passed around and discussed the Boat Launch and Campground Revenue Reports.  Camping seems to be down 
from last year at this time.  
 
8. AMINISTRATOR REPORT 
Smith is considering changing the timeframe of the Wood Cut Permits that are issued by the County.  Both Smith and 
Assistant Administrator Andy Nault believe that there should not be any cutting from March 31st thru July 15th.  The 
County has been seeing patches of oak wilt popping up where it shouldn’t be.  Nault believes this is from people 
cutting fire wood.  Smith will put this on next month’s agenda for further discussion.    
 
The Resource Center has lost its State funding.  Smith would like to sit down and have a meeting with representatives 
from the USFS, State, and County to decide how to proceed.  It is unfair for the County to have to pick up the State’s 
share of the costs to run the Visitor Center.  
 
There will be a FSC/FSI Audit next month.  The department is busy getting prepared. 
 
9. COMMITTEE MEMBER’S COMMENTS & CONCERNS 
Supervisor Neuens would like the committee to be made more aware of the status of projects going on in the 
County. 
 
10. BILLS/REVENUES – FORESTRY & RESOURCE CENTER    
It was moved by Supervisor Dzekute, seconded by Supervisor Neuens, and unanimously carried to approve bills being 
paid by the Forestry and Parks and the Florence Natural Resource Center for the month of June. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Supervisor Neuens, seconded by Supervisor Halada, and unanimously carried to adjourn the 
meeting at 4:53 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Podnar, Business Manager 
Florence County Forestry and Parks 


