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1. Call to Order:The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by Chairman Edwin Kelley.Also in attendance
were:William Chaney, Forest County, WI Supervisor; Keith Langenhahn Wisconsin Counties Association
(WCA); Wisconsin U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin’s Office Representative; Mary Ann Lippert, Wisconsin
Department of Administration; Joe Bonovetz, Gogebic County, Ml Supervisor; Margie Yadro, Florence
County, WI Conservationist and Legislative Coordinator;andFlorence County, WI Legislative Advisory
Committee Members: Supervisors Edward Wenger, Holly Wahlstrom-Stratton and Edwin Kelley; and Fred
Erwin, Unit Chair of the Wisconsin Towns Association. Rod Yadro of the School District Board of Education
was excused.

2. Approval of the Agenda:On a motion by Wenger, supported by Erwin, all were in favor to approve.

3. Approval of the previous Meeting Minutes:Wahlstrom-Stratton moved to approve the January 28,
2015ANSWERS Meeting Minutes as drafted. Supported by Chaney. Motion passed.

4. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report:Yadro reported no change in the financial statement with a bank balance
posted at $114.46. No action was necessary.

5. OLD BUSINESS -

a. Economic Report on issues within the ANSWERS region — there were no Economic Directors present.
b. Forestry—

i. Sustainable Federal Forestry Committee Report:

ii. Bats and other endangered species that may affect forest management: Senator Baldwin's
representative spoke on concerns that could potentially hamper forest harvests due to the recent
“endangered” classification of the Northern Long-Eared Bat.Bonovetz reported on the science
showing this as a disease affecting bat health, not impacts from logging. Wahlstrom-Stratton stated
thatlogging restrictions could reduce cutting during specific bat lifecycle stages. There is a significant
mortality rate anticipated from the white nosed bat syndrome already documented in neighboring
counties. Several requested additionalscientific research data which Lippert will seek from the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

iii. Any other Forest issues — Chaney noted campground facilities closing on the Cheqaumegon-Nicolet
National Forest. Bonovetz will check on similarities in the Ottawa. Many felt that this comes back to
the lack of resources that could be increased throughadditional timber harvestsas stated inU.S.
Forest management plans. Erwin will report back on permits needed to camp or park on federal
lands. Yadro added the potential insect/human health concerns presented at the annual Sustainable
Forestry Conference held in Florence County which was well attended.

¢. Mining issues:Bonovetz reported on a recent Iron County meeting where ore interests continue.
Additional mining developments are inthe feasibility studies and purchased mineral rights stages.
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Committee members noted this as another reason to maintain and improve rail service in the region.

No action was necessary.

d. Railroad and other Transportation Issues:

i. Northwoods Rail Transit Commission (NRTC):There are 20 counties within the region that make up
the NRTC,the largest member rail transportation commission in the country, whose purpose is to
preserve and develop rail service to northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. Wengerinformed the
groupthat theNRTChas updated their TIGER grant application to seek funding for a new log car fleet
that could be utilized by all railroads; and, at the same time, increase safety by reducing heavy truck
traffic from the highways. Canadian National (CN) agreed to provide$1.2 million in matching funds
toward the project. Bonovetz stated that a facility in Escanaba, Ml would be interested in being
considered for building the cars. Wendy Gehlhoff, the Florence County Economic Development
Director and Chairwoman of the NRTC,was reported to have a legislative outreach planned for
requesting state and federal support for this project. Wenger moved to send a letter from the
ANSWERS Committee to support the Northwoods Trail Transit Commission grant proposal. Seconded
by Bonovetz. All were in favor. Secretary Yadro will contact Gehlhoff for details. Wenger followed up
by sharing concerns by the NRTC about rail lines being removed in the region. It was felt that future
rail transport for mining and shipping expansions should be considered especially useful. Members
spoke of their search for funding alternatives necessary to keep rail as an option to rural areas.

ii. Any other Transportation issues:Baldwin’s Office is monitoring resources for Class 1 and Class 2 rail
to be allocated fairly. The Wisconsin Senator is also looking at more funding to rural first
responders.Lippert referred to a Wisconsin bill currently being circulated for levying an additional %
percent sales tax for local road construction and maintenance. Similar referendums are taking place
in Michigan. Additional gas tax was discussed for the same general purposes.

e. WI/MI ATV/Snowmobile Trail updates:

i. Interstate Trail Permit Problems: Kelley reported ATV trail permit challenges for those crossing state
lines within the region. Lippert believed this would take a statutory change to allow for some type of
permit waiver between Wisconsin and Michigan. Wahlstrom-Stratton would like to see the states
work together on this to promote tourism. Lippert suggested Representative Mary Czaja as a
resources forthis issues. Potential snowmobile/ATV funding, gas tax, and registration fee increases
were discussed. Wahlstrom-Stratton questioned the fiscal responsibility of the state budget proposal
to remove critical funding for the Florence Natural Resource Center which not only sees 20,000
visitors each year, it is also a WDNR Service Center that promotes outdoor recreation, environmental
education programs, and supports the local business community, etc. Kelley stressed that this
building is a Natural Resource Center that encourages public interaction and is now at risk to lose
essential staffing. Lippert agreed to bring these concerns back to Madison.

ii. Menominee River bridge repair for recreational vehicles status: Wahlstrom-Stratton suggested this as
an upcoming agenda item.

f. Update on Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition: Yadro gave a brief outline of this type of multi-county
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMAs). The local group, known as the Wild Rivers
Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC), has entered a Memorandum of Understanding with formal partners
to share available resources for invasive species prevention and management in a five county service
area. Yadro suggested that Wisconsin consider following Michigan’s lead in prioritizing grant funding to
these multi-county formal partner organizations for reducing environmental and economic impacts to
the region and state. She felt that funding needs to be added in Wisconsin for fighting terrestrial
invasives as well as aquatics. Members were invited to follow up with Yadro for more information on
CISMA organizations.
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g. Update: EPA Rulings (Water & Air): Senator Baldwin’s representative spoke on air quality standards
impacted by manufacturing where there hasn’t been a lot of movement. Kelley questioned the
definition of “navigable” water. This will be deferred to the next meeting.

h. Update on PILT funding: Baldwin’s Office will send an update for the next meeting.

i. Status of Wolf Management:federal and state level representatives are looking at wolf management at
the state level.

6. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Stewardship, Collaboratives, GNA and other FS tools: Wenger reported on the Good Neighbor Authority
program moving forward as part of the national Farm Bill. This allows timber harvests on federal forest
lands to be contracted out. The older Stewardship program which has some cutting currently being
carried out, does not allow provisions for the 25% fund that benefits some public budgets. Though it
was felt that the Good Neighbor Authority appears to be a better fit overall, the Stewardship projects
are still providing additional timber to market. Wenger recognized several representatives who have
worked hard on developing these increased timber harvest programs. Wahlstrom-Stratton also
guestioned the lack of certified timber on federal forest lands which appear to be lower valued wood
that becomes at higher risk for disease, fire, then lack of animal habitat, etc. All agreed that raising
healthy forest management awareness is needed and increased federal forest harvests could go a long
way toward improving public resources. Senator Baldwin’s Representative also touched on fire
management dollarsdiverted to the west which continues to be addressed. All felt these are bi-partisan
issues across state lines.

b. Policies regulating the use of electronic smoking devices on school district property (WI AB-106): Yadro
believed that Florence Schools has already finalized a school policy to include a ban on electronic
smoking devices as part of their “No smoking policy.” No other action was taken.

7. OTHER BUSINESS:

a. Open Discussion:Losses in state and federal public school funding were discussed. Senator Baldwin’s
Office had received several communications with rural districts. Wahlstrom-Stratton questioned the
reductions proposed to critical categorical aides as well. Lippert suggested contact especially with the
Joint Finance Committee who are working on the Wisconsin proposed budget. Several commented on
student transportation streamlining where several districts request parents identifying transportation
commitments. Impacts to timber harvesting near wood turtle habitat was voiced as a concern.

b. Future Agenda Items:Yadro suggested broadband/wireless communication presentations for the July
meeting. Lippert felt that Governor Walker had included more funding for public communication
improvements in the proposed budget. She will check to see if someone can speak onstate resources.
Senator Baldwin’s Representative believed that the federal government may have funds available for
this as well. Michigan members reported on tribes gaining rights for expanding lines from the
reservation to rural areas. Wahlstrom-Stratton added information on the broadband expansion
program for Wisconsin schools and libraries.

8. Correspondence: nothing reported.
9. Adjournment: With all business concluded, Wenger moved to adjourn until July 22, 2015. Supported by

Wabhlstrom-Stratton. All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

/%/y/é %a//‘a

Margie Yadro - Secretary/Treasurer
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