
FLORENCE COUNTY 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 13, 2014 

 
Ed Kelley called the meeting to order. 
 
Members in attendance: Ed Kelley, Donna Trudell, Terri Lindstrom, Barbara Bauer, 
Susan Theer, Jeanette Bomberg and David Gribble. Jeff DeMuri and Pat Smith were 
excused.  
 
David Gribble was in attendance and discussed the upcoming table top emergency 
management exercise scheduled for late April or early May. He states there will be a 
secondary in October and a full scale exercise in the spring of 2015. All employees 
should attend to at least watch and administrators can participate.  There is a FEMA class 
online and everyone should take it before they participate in the table top exercise. 
 
The subject of panic buttons and a pepper spray policy was discussed. The county now 
has a policy in place for the use of non-deadly force (pepper spray). The spray has been 
ordered along with carrying cases for the offices who feel they need it.  Panic buttons can 
range from a “doorbell” that would ring in an adjacent office, to an electronic device that 
would alert Sheriff’s Office personnel of any emergency.  Barb Bauer will look into 
different options and report back to the committee.  
 
Discussion was had regarding the remodel project of the upper floor of the courthouse to 
limit direct access to offices/personnel by the public.  Two bids were received for the 
project and a quote for the special glass and windows. There would have to be a state-
approved plan if we want to change the blueprint in a building that is open to the public. 
Donna Trudell will contact the proper department at the state level to find out specifically 
what needs to be done and go from there.   
 
Discussion was had regarding the PA system in the courthouse.  Some of the offices 
aren’t able to hear announcements. Dave Gribble will have the technicians come back 
and check to see if the equipment is in proper working order or if we need additional 
speakers.  The security cameras were also discussed.  It seems that they may be placed 
too high to be able to recognize people in the courthouse and some may not be focused 
properly. Gribble will also check on that.   
 
Training for employees was again discussed.  Donna Trudell will get a copy of the 
available trainings through County Mutual to all Administrators. The list will be added to 
New Hire packets.  This committee will go over the list of trainings and recommend the 
ones that should be mandatory for all such as fire extinguisher training. 
 
Susan Theer mentioned again that all accident reports should be reviewed by the safety 
committee so they can determine if the accident could have been prevented or if training 



could be provided so it doesn’t happen again. Donna Trudell will bring any accident 
reports to the committee for review. 
 
Annette Seibold came in toward the end of the meeting. She is requesting that the county 
adopt a policy regarding immunizations for county staff working as janitors/maintenance 
workers such as Hepatitis B because of the possible exposure to needles, etc. from her 
office. The employee would either have to submit to the immunization or sign a waiver 
declining it. 
 
Motion to adjourn to a date yet to be determined made by Barb Bauer and seconded by 
Jeanette Bomberg. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Ed Kelley 
Chairman 
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