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Florence County AODA and Mental Health Coalition lead the Third Annual 

“Keeping it Real” drug and alcohol prevention program 

 
The experiential program called “Keeping it Real” provided Florence 8th graders with prescription drug prevention 
information on May 17th at the Northeast Wisconsin Technical College in Aurora, Wisconsin.  The program 
recognizes that while most Wisconsin High School Students report not using prescription drugs illegally; it is a 
growing concern in many communities.  There is a real and serious connection between opioid based prescription 
pain killers and heroin addiction.  
 
The program helps students recognize the risks and consequences of drug and alcohol related activity and become 
prepared to act assertively in refusing to participate in drugs and alcohol. Guest speakers from the Marinette drug 
court shared their real-life stories of past decisions and lifelong impact those choices have made on their lives and 
that of their loved ones. 
 
The Florence County Human Services Department, Health Department, UW Extension and the Florence School 
District appreciate the collaborative effort of many volunteers and agencies that make the program successful. The  
Aurora Rescue Squad, Florence County Sheriff’s Office, and Jacobs-Lundhom Funeral Home provide their expertise 
in creating an authentic experience for the students and their caregivers. 
 
All the participating eighth graders reported the program as “great to excellent” in providing an experience on the 
dangers of alcohol and drug use to prevent their misuse.  One student noted, “The speakers were an amazing 
inspiration!”  Parents and caretakers found the program effective in building a sense of community with school, 
other families and local organizations for dealing with alcohol and drug issues.  “This was an excellent 
presentation.  It was emotional, surprising and I like how time was provided to have discussion with teens.  The 
videos hit home as well, as did the speakers.  Opening the lines of communication for kids and parents is a win-
win!” 
 

For further information on the program, contact the Florence County Health Department at 715-528-4837. 
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