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PERTUSSIS (WHOOPING COUGH) CASES INCREASE IN FLORENCE COUNTY 

Pertussis has increased to seventeen laboratory confirmed cases for 2018 in Florence County.  The 

Health Department, following CDC guidelines, continues to contact each case to assure household 

contacts are treated and anyone symptomatic (coughing) is tested.  Confirmed cases are isolated for 

five days while taking antibiotic treatment and may not participate in school or work. According to 

Annette Seibold/Health Officer, “Florence Schools and parents have been very cooperative during 

this outbreak following all guidelines that are recommended.”  Pertussis (Whooping Cough) is a 

contagious bacterial disease that starts with cold-like symptoms and a cough that gets worse over 

time.  It is usually spread by direct face-to-face contact or direct contact with respiratory, oral or 

nasal secretions of an infected person.   

The Florence County Health Department recommends that Pertussis should be considered for 

anyone of any age who has one or more of the following symptoms: Cough lasting more than 7 days, 

sleep disturbing cough, coughing fits, whoop, coughing until vomiting, turning blue while coughing, 

difficulty catching breath (especially in infants) or cough that does not respond to cough medicines.   

The Health Department offers free Tdap (Tetanus, Diptheria and Pertussis) or contact your 

healthcare provider to assure you are up to date.  You can also go online to check your Wisconsin 

Immunization Registry at the public immunization record access  www.dhfswir.org. For more 

information about Pertussis, contact your physician or the Florence County Health Department at 

715-528-4837, located in the Courthouse at 501 Lake Avenue.  The department is open 8:30-4p 

Monday through Friday, closed for lunch from 12-12:30.  
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